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FOREWORD 


First United Evangelical Lutheran Church has from. its 
organization been blessed with capable leadership. Both 
pastors and layleaders have displayed capable organizational 
and developmental talent. From 1939 to 1979, we have built a 
beautiful church, added a parsonage, and additional parking 
facilities. 

It was in August 1939 that Pastor Paul Renz arrived in Ham- 
mond to serve as our first full time Pastor. He and his wife, 
Mary Anna, brought the spark to full flame and First United 
prospered. Pastor Renz was first of all a Pastor. His sincerity 
touched the lives of, not only members of First Church, but the 
lives of many persons outside of our church membership. 

He organized and actively worked with the Luther League. 
He taught the Adult Sunday School. He encouraged all 
organizations within First United. He was an active participant 
in Synod activities and The Lutheran Church of America. His 
ministerial activities in the community were many. 

It is with thanks and gratefulness that this forty year history 
of First United Evangelical Lutheran Church is dedicated to 
Pastor Paul J. Renz. 


Cover design by Kristin Nelson. 


PREFACE 


At a special request of the Church Council 40 members were 
chosen to plan the 40th anniversary celebration in April 1979 of 
the First Evangelical Lutheran Church in Hammond, Indiana. 

From this group a committee volunteered to publish a history 
emphasizing the people whose enthusiasm inspired the growth 
of this congregation. 

Many charter and early members were asked to relate their 
experiences, which have never been told, as to the part they 
and their associates played in the early years. 

Although some did not respond, we are delighted to share 
the glorious stories of our past and some data on our recent 
years. 


The History Committee 
Co-Chairmen: Mr. Edwin R. Nelson 
Mr. John F. Wilhelm 


Mrs. John (Helen) Cannon 
Mrs. Willard (Evainez) Jonas 
Mr. Karl Hilty 

Mrs. Fred (Helen) Purbaugh 
Mrs. Al (Mildred) Edwards 
Mrs. Harold (Nancy) Vierk 
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Edwin R. Nelson, John F. Wilhelm and Scott G. Davis 


Chapter I - The Beginning 


Let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together as is the 
habit of some but encouraging one 
another. Hebrews 10:24-25 


Hammond from the earliest years, has been associated in the 
popular mind with Dressed Beef and Germans. When the G. R. 
Hammond meatpacking plant burned in the fall of 1901 ending 
almost forty years of meatpacking, this unanticipated but 
unique form of urban renewal boosted the development of a 
middle class city of merchants, managerial people, and skilled 
craftsmen. 

The German-American community, which had begun settling 
in the neighborhood even before the arrival of the packers, re- 
mained, caring for their families, building the community, and 
earning their living with customary vigor. As they set down 
roots in America, the Hammond German community was quick 
to establish a full range of social institutions. Spiritually these 
included the establishment of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in 
1879 and St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in 1882. With 
time a fissure developed between some German parents and 
their more assimilated children. With the stress and rigors that 
accompanied World War I, the gap grew. 

So it was that during the war years a group of the younger 
members of St. Paul’s, desiring Lutheran services in English, 
withdrew to form the nucleus of a new congregation, Trinity 
Lutheran Church, in 1918. After meeting for many years in 
rented quarters, they built on Park Place, where the current 
Salvation Army unit is housed. Trinity later moved to Hohman 
Avenue. Many of those who had left St. Paul’s would later be 
centrally involved in the formation of First United, again going 
through the labors of organizing and building. 

For twenty years Trinity grew. The young folks married and 
established close friendships. Karl Hilty, who married Fay 
Mallender, remembers the traditional Christmas and Thanks- 
giving dinners shared in the homes of the Edward Mallenders, 
the Carl Brinckmanns, the C. L. Kinseys, and the Fred Lortzs. 
Mrs. Kinsey and Mrs. Lortz were sisters typifying the family- 
oriented friendship ties. Roland Matthies took Maxine Schnei- 
der as his wife. Likewise the growing Brumm clan was united by 
marriage to the Wolf, Lovgren, and Vierk families. The ex- 
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tended Brumm family would later account for almost 25 per- 
cent of the new First United congregation, when all but one left 
Trinity. 

One morning in 1938, a neighbor observed “‘an unusual inci- 
dent at the corner of Park Place during the normal church hour. 
There was a mass meeting on the sidewalk and after ten 
minutes of (rather animated) discussion, the people re-entered 
the church.” Eventually a substantial number of Trinity 
members and The Reverend Henry Nuoffer came to a parting 
of ways over certain church practices. It should be noted that 
these things have been long ago put aside and that Trinity and 
First United churches have cooperated through exchanges of 
speakers, training sessions and the various area Lutheran Social 
Services. However during late 1938 and early 1939, Janet 
Dorschel recalls, Mr. and Mrs. William Dorschel and others 
began to visit other Lutheran congregations in the area, many 
of them finally settling on Grace Lutheran Church on Fifth 
Avenue in Gary. Some Sundays the Hammond delegation out- 
numbered the local members, pastored by Dr. Albert Keck. 

By this time, Mrs. Elizabeth Wolf, credited by church 
historian, John Huck with being the one who shepherded the 
flock which became First Church, had begun actively pursuing 
the possibility of organizing a new Lutheran church in Ham- 
mond. Impressed as the families had been with Grace church, 
Mrs. Wolf made inquiries into the probabilities of affiliating 
with the United Lutheran Church in America, the Synod to 
which Grace Church belonged. On several occasions, Mrs. Wolf 
recalls, she invited Dr. Albert Keck to her house but got no 
response. Just before Thanksgiving, when Mrs. Wolf was about 
to make inquiries with other Synods, Dr. Keck made a surprise 
visit, apologizing for coming at such a busy time. 

Pressed by his own pastoral duties, Dr. Keck, according to 
Mrs. Wolf, was reluctant to take a strong stand on the organiza- 
tion of a new church since there was no Synod field man in the 
area and any canvas of the neighborhood would fall to him. 
Furthermore the ULCA had surveyed Hammond in 1934 and 
1936 to determine the need for a new congregation. No exten- 
sive organizational survey had resulted. At that point Mrs. Wolf 
surprised him by offering a list of 100 people from sixty-five 
families, most of whom had already disaffiliated with the local 
Missouri Synod church. She also had the names of several addi- 
tional families who probably would be interested in joining the 
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new congregation. Mrs. Wolf recalled that, ‘‘He sensed my 
determination and sincerity and volunteered to call the Indiana 
Synod President, Dr. H. E. Turney at Indianapolis for me and to 
report to me.” 

Dr. Turney sent Mrs. Wolf word that the earliest he could 
come to Hammond was March 13, 1939. Mrs. Wolf, perhaps 
fearing that the former Trinity members were drifting away, 
begged for an earlier meeting date. They compromised on 
March 2. Mrs. Wolf then rented the dining room of the Ham- 
mond Women’s Club, on Golf and Ruth Streets at the IIlinois- 
Indiana state lines, for five dollars a night. Not wanting to have 
a woman preside over the meeting, she asked her brother, 
Gustav Brumm, to ask W. E. (Ed) Dorschel to preside. Not only 
did Dorschel preside over the organizational meetings but he 
would become the first Vice President of the Church Council or 
in a sense, until the arrival of Pastor Renz, the first and only 
layman to become President of the Congregation. He con- 
tinued to serve in various capacities on the Council and 
Building Committee until his company transferred him six years 
later to Pennsylvania. 

At that first meeting Dr. Turney explained the teachings and 
principles of his Synod to a receptive audience of 110. Dr. Keck 
(later to be elected President of the Indiana Synod) offered 
communion and Mr. Dorschel polled the adults present on their 
willingness to become a mission congregation of the ULCA. Of 
the 66 adults present, 59 voted yes, 2 voted no, and 5 abstained. 

At the second organizational meeting two weeks later ‘‘new 
faces appeared.” Those in attendance were given a slip of 
paper with four questions asking whether they were willing to 
sever their present church connections; were they willing to 
become a part of the United Lutheran Synod; would they be 
willing to assist in the organization of such a congregation; and 
how much monthly financial support could they give. Pastor 
Keck and Dr. Turney were again present. Mrs. Wolf recalls that 
the questions were answered orally and with much enthusiasm. 
At the final preliminary mass meeting two weeks later, 104 
charter members were signed up, and “From here on our men 
took hold wisely and honorably.” 

As a young lawyer, Roland Matthies got involved very quick- 
ly in the organizing details. He attended early planning meet- 
ings at the home of Harry and Lorna Carroll and traveled to In- 
dianapolis on several trips with his uncle, Dr. Glenn L. Ebright, 
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to meet with Dr. Turney. He recalls that Dr. Otto K. Jensen, a 
layman serving in the State of Indiana Auditor’s Office was also 
at that meeting. (Drs. Turney and Jensen were among those who 
so influenced him that he shortly changed his own career plans, 
offered his services to the church, and went on to spend thirty- 
two years in administrative work with Wittenberg College.) The 
Wittenberg Vice President Emeritus also recalls that Ed 
Dorschel, John Huck, Harry Hylen, Dave Lovgren, and Art Vierk 
were intimately involved in the conferences and mechanics of 
Organization around the state and in various homes. He also 
remembered Attorney Floyd Murray, who helped not only in in- 
corporation of the new congregation but in finding the site of 
the future church edifice and acquiring street assessment 
bonds at less than par value. 

When one reads of First United’s early years, one is struck by 
the rush and impatience of the young congregation to build a 
church complete in every way. While arrangements were 
underway to provide for a supply pastor in Dr. Henry Grady 
Davis, Professor at the Chicago Lutheran Seminary, formerly 
President of Weidner Institute in Mulberry, Indiana and pastor 
of wide experience, Turney himself delivered the sermon at the 
first service April 9, 1939. Dr. Turney was also called upon at 
that service to baptize the first infant in First United, Karl Hilty, 
Jr. The baptismal font was a glass bowl belonging to Mrs. Clara 
Dorschel gilded with gold for the occasion. This bowl would be 
used to baptize the congregation’s children until the dedication 
of the marble font some years later. 

The eagerness to get going manifested itself in many ways. 
The Women’s Auxiliary was organized with thirty members the 
day after the first service. Mrs. Mabel Hylen presided over the 
group which was particularly well remembered for its dinners, 
support of the building projects, and state and national mis- 
sionary programs. Mrs. Wolf remembered, ‘‘We were one en- 
thusiastic big family. We had no funds but we had faith and 
energy.” By October of that year they would send nine 
members to the Indiana Synod’s Missionary Conference. 

A choir had been organized by Mrs. Elsa Ebright. The singing 
began at the first service with a quartet composed of Frona 
Brinckmann, Elizabeth Wolf, Clarence Swanson, and Roland 
Matthies. Because of the expense in renting the Hall for small 
groups, the choir practiced in homes where space was “not 
great’ but the fellowship and coffee was enjoyed. After cramped 
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Mr. and Mrs. Karl Hilty and Karl Junior. 
The first Baptism, Easter Sunday, April 9, 1939. 


rehearsals, a member recollected that, ‘‘We sang very joyfully 
and happily each Sunday morning for the service.” 

The second Sunday of First United’s existence, the Sunday 
School began. Its staff consisted of Mrs. M. Gosch, Mrs. G. C. 
(Nelda) Swanson, and Mr. P. D. Lovgren. Mr. Lovgren, a 
salesman, and his successors must have carried his avocation 
over to the Sunday School, for attendance in the first five years 
grew from 25 to 120. 

The Luther League was organized the following September 
with Don R. Gosch as President. The initial group, organized 
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“to promote development of Christian leadership,” had twelve 
members. Despite pastoral encouragement, college, work, and 
the war would inhibit some of their growth. Still membership in- 
creased and alumni look back with nostalgia to that period. 

A year later, under the presidency of veterinary surgeon Dr. 
Glenn L. Ebright, the Men’s Club was organized. Beginning with 
thirty members, their membership would more than double in 
the next four years as they embarked upon a monthly program 
of speakers, service, recreation, fellowship, annual father-son 
banquets, and financial support of the church. Lists of officers 
- take the 1947-49 line-up of A. R. Edwards, Frank M. Richard- 
son, Jack Cline, Ben E. Krueger, Harry G. Carroll, William Litt- 
man, and William L. Myers for example - include an impressive 
sample of the church faithful. Although the group at one time 
would nearly become a Brotherhood, some fellowship groups 
like the bowling team (c. 1952) and pinochle club endure to this 
day. When members are considered, it is significant to note 
that the overwhelming majority of early First Church’s adult 
membership was enrolled and active in either the Women’s 
Auxiliary or the Men’s Club. 

As with the Men’s Club and Women’s Auxiliary, participation 
in worship was considerable. An indication of this can be found 
in the earliest attendance figures. As of May 6, 1940 the bap- 
tized membership stood at 182, confirmed membership at 151, 
and communing membership at 128. The church attendance 
that week was 135. In other words, church attendance averaged 
74% of the baptized membership or almost 90% of the con- 
firmed membership. Even though attendance dropped off a lit- 
tle, it remained impressive. Such attendance, easier with a new 
congregation, is the kind for which pastors yearn. 

When persuing the records of early congregational and coun- 
cil meetings, one is again impressed with the immediacy with 
which the business of running the church was pursued. The 
Council, which according to Crawford Beatty had been feeding 
so well at the private homes they met in that they were con- 
sidering joining Weight Watchers, switched to meeting at 
Johnson’s furniture store and Ebright’s animal hospital. They 
did however maintain a full schedule, keeping a close eye on 
finances, planning for the future and consciously setting 
precedents in much of what they did. Their calendar actually 
began with a meeting the evening before the first service. Fre- 
quent sessions followed. 


A month and a day after the first service, Miss Lillian Fisher 
was accepted as a new member. On May 7th a Call Committee 
selected Paul J. Renz to visit the church. Within a month and a 
half of the first service, provision had been made for an annual 
pastor's salary of $2,060 ($120 to be paid by the Indiana Synod, 
$900 to be paid by the Board of American Missions, and $1,040 
to be paid by First United Evangelical Lutheran Church). At the 
same time, mention is made of an active Site Committee formed 
June 26. Within three months, provisions for a building fund are 
alluded to. Three months after the first service (on July 10, 
1939) Pastor Paul Renz, brought to the church’s attention by Dr. 
Turney, was called. The next week, a home at 263 Oakwood 
Street was leased as a parsonage. On August 8, Pastor Renz was 
installed. 

On April 15, 1940 First United was already approved as a cor- 
poration by the laws of the State of Indiana. The day before, 
the Site Committee had recommended locating at either 
Hohman and Locust or Hohman and Vine. Also within the first 
year, it was decided that the congregation would become self- 
supporting by 1950. By October of 1940 an Architectural Com- 
mittee was appointed and a pledge drive begun. 

Not only was the early congregation characterized by a great 
deal of energy but its members were blessed with a variety of 
talents, and they were not the sort to light a lamp and put it 
under a bushel. Several of those with new responsibilities, had 
held the same ones when Trinity was formed twenty-one years 
before. Dave Lovgren was the same Sunday School Superinten- 
dent and Mrs. Ebright was the same choir leader. There were 
also a number of the same council members and a similar 
duplication of choir members. Roland Matthies wrote that, 
“One of the bright new faces in the roster of public performers 
was Karl Hilty, as our church pianist.” 

Karl Hilty for his part remembers that the work of the early 
church was done by the combined efforts of 80% to 90% of the 
congregation. The church family could have been divided into 
roughly two key generations involved in the formation of First 
United. The older group, aged forty to sixty, often parents of 
the younger group, provided the financial underpinning of the 
church program. The younger group, aged twenty-eight to for- 
ty, in many cases starting families and trying to hang on during 
the Depression, provided a great deal of the organizational 
legwork. 


The first council members, W. E. Dorschel as Vice President, 
A. W. Vierk as Secretary, M. G. Gosch as Treasurer, R. C. Mat- 
thies as Financial Secretary, and Carl Brinckmann, Harry G. 
Carroll, H. A. Hylen, H. A. Johnson, and E. L. Mallender typified 
the application of how one’s gifts could be used to benefit the 
church community and glorify God. Ed Dorschel was plant en- 
gineer at Pullman Standard Car Company. Arthur Vierk at the 
time was the bookkeeper for the Brumm Distributing Company. 
Martin Gosch brought his experience as an estimator for the 
Hammond Lumber Company and Roland Matthies, his legal ex- 
pertise to bear on the church's finances. Carl Brinckmann as 
supervisor at General American Tank Corporation, Harry Car- 
roll with DuPont, Harry Hylen as General Sales Supervisor for 
Monroe Adding Machines, Hans Johnson with his Transfer and 
Warehouse Company, and Edward Mallender as supervisor for 
NIPSCO brought an enormous amount of administrative experi- 
ence to the Church Council. The addition of Crawford Beatty, 
then Vice President of Beatty Machine, Willis Brumm, Presi- 
dent of Brumm Distributing Company, August H. Rahn, affili- 
ated with a couple of printing houses, William L. Myers of 
Pullman Standard, Karl Hilty, chemist and administrator for In- 
land Steel, H. F. Fiegenschuh, purchasing agent for Hubbard 
Steel and Continental Steel, C. L. “Cad” or “Curley” Kinsey of 
the Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad, John Prohl of Johnson Trans- 
fer, T. D. Frye, and Charles M. Mead continued the administra- 
tive tradition. 

People, like tall and impressive problem-solver Dorschel, the 
organizer Hylen, H. F. Fiegenschuh who used his purchasing 
talents during the building programs, and the fun-loving Willis 
Brumm who saw to it that one felt comfortable, were soon join- 
ed by others. F. W. “Bill” Littman an accountant ‘‘whose wise 
counsel”’ was called upon in setting up an effective financial 
structure. Benjamin E. Krueger, who came from St. John’s 
Lutheran Church via Trinity shortly after organization, would 
supply stone at cost along with a great deal of free information 
to “his first love,” the church. 

Another new arrival was the printer George Kuehle, who had 
moved to the Hammond area, and became involved in sports, 
music, the creation of the Edison School District, and Trinity 
Church. In 1939 he was the Vice President of the Trinity Con- 
gregation and the Easter that First United was organized, his 
son George was to be confirmed. However, in March of 1940, 
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their obligations concluded, they joined the new congregation 
meeting in the Hammond Women’s Club. 

Materially the new congregation did not have a whole lot to 
show when it prepared to call its first regular Pastor that first 
summer. However, as Mrs. Mary Anna Renz would later write, 
“It is not a building but the people of God who make up the 
real church and keep it alive and growing.” 


Mr. John Huck. 
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Chapter II - The Infant Church: The Renz Years 


They shall return and dwell beneath my shadow, 
they shall flourish as a garden; 

they shall blossom as the vine, 

their fragrance shall be like the wine 

of Lebanon. Hosea 14:7 


It was a hot ninety degree plus August day that marked the 
arrival of First United’s first full time Pastor. After college at 
Wittenberg, seminary at Hamma Divinity School, and a three 
year pastorate at Zion Lutheran Church in Middletown, Ohio, 
the Renz family had to cope with a considerable element of 
uncertainty in moving to the Calumet Region. Although her 
husband had been very impressed by his brief May 7 visit, Mrs. 
Renz remembered the many unknowns she was about to face. 
Among them were the considerations that she was moving to an 
unfamiliar region (she had never been to Chicago), to live in an 
unseen rented house in a city where she did not know a solitary 
soul. 

‘A startled Ray Dorschel greeted us first - he was hosing 
down a dirty basement and had not expected us so early.”” Only 
moments passed before Church Councilman Hans Johnson ex- 
tended his warm welcome and utilized his experience as the 
local Allied Van Lines representative in immediately arranging 
the many details and errands which accompany moving. Mrs. 
Renz recalled that even in the extreme heat, Mabel Hylen walked 
many blocks to offer her assistance. John and Mathilda Huck 
also appeared to invite them to dinner. ‘We had been in Ham- 
mond only a few short hours but we already had experienced 
the warmth and concern of a group of folks who for the next 
fourteen years were to endear themselves to us in so many 
ways.” 

At the reception for the Renzes the following Saturday, the 
congregation was joined by Dr. and Mrs. Hackenberg, Mrs. 
Renz’s parents, Dr. and Mrs. Keck of Grace Church, Dr. and 
Mrs. Turney, who had promised an enthusiastic welcome in 
Hammond, and Dr. H. Grady Davis who had been lauded from 
several quarters for his work as supply pastor. Pastor and Mrs. 
Renz ‘‘were made even more aware of the enthusiasm with 
which the members of First United faced the future and of the 
dreams which they all shared for a strong and evangelical 
witness to Christ and His Church.” It was at that reception, Mrs. 
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Renz writes that they first heard of the labors of Mrs. Wolf, the 
efforts of those who followed her vision, and the invaluable 
leadership of Congregational President Ed Dorschel, who 
because of a slowdown at Pullman-Standard, providentially 
had more time than ordinarily would have been available for 
church business. 

The young Pastor’s wife hardly had time to be lonely. She 
noted: 

In less than one week, | learned two very valuable lessons 

which have never been forgotten; that one is never alone 

and without friends when serving Christ, and that wherever 
we are, God's love surrounds us, even though miles separate 
us from family and close friends. 

The Renzes for their part threw themselves into all of the 
church's activities, setting many church precedents. Typically 
in the course of a year he would participate in 480 to 560 ser- 
vices, Sunday School and catechism classes, radio programs, 
church and community meetings, and make 800 calls on 
members and prospective members. Additionally, as a pastor 
working under the direction of the Board of American Missions, 
there were other special demands and reports to be made. Mrs. 
Renz still has in her possession a letter from the Board 
Secretary, “somewhat chiding Paul because in that particular 
month he had made only ninety-seven calls on prospective 
families instead of the required one hundred.” 

Pastor Renz, again like later First United Pastors, was heavily 
engaged in community and Synodical affairs. For example, in 
one year (1948), he reports that he was a member of the Indiana 
Synodical Board of Ministerial Education, the Synodical Ex- 
ecutive Board, the Chicago Lutheran Seminary Board, and the 
Education Committee of the Luther League of America. Return- 
ing Dr. Keck’s favors of a decade before, he assisted at Grace 
Church in Gary for nearly six months. He also attended all ses- 
sions of that year’s ULCA Convention, participated in the Ham- 
mond Council of Churches, helped with the radio broadcast, 
“The Church in the News,” and served as Chaplain of Goodwill 
Industries. In his spare time he assisted the Community Chest, 
PTA, and the Boy Scouts. 

Pastor Paul Renz’s concerns were contagious. His continuing 
concern for Higher Education (he would later receive his Doc- 
torate from Newberry College in South Carolina, study in West 
Germany, serve as Atlanta correspondent for The Lutheran, 
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serve on the Boards of Wittenberg University and Hamma 
Divinity School, and eventually accept a pastorate at Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church near Ohio State University) was 
reflected in the support of a Wittenberg Guild and a Maywood 
Seminary Guild at First United. Many members of the church, 
especially from the Women’s Auxiliary, were involved in Good- 
will Industries. Augie Rahn was elected to the Board of Publica- 
tions of the ULCA. The church women had already distinguish- 
ed themselves in their speedy involvement in Synodical and 
community affairs. So too the members of the Luther League 
were active in district and state activities. All of these things 
gave First United a reputation in the ULCA at large as a strong, 
loyal, and concerned congregation. 

Mrs. Renz remembers that the young people of the congrega- 
tion were also a special concern. She noted that: 

The Luther League prospered and attracted many high 
school young people who kept us busy with their devo- 
tional meetings, the beach parties at the dunes (often to 
Schallers or the Fischers), hayrides, progressive dinners, and 
a filled cottage for a busy and sleepless week each summer 
at Lake Wawasee. It is interesting to note that when the new 
Camp Lutherwald was opened, Mi/dred Edwards and Paul 
and | were among the first group of counselors for the 
camp. The work with young people and children remained 
of special interest to Paul to his last days of service. He 
always maintained that it was the hardest but most reward- 
ing work in the church. 

Another joint endeavor of the Renzes was in especially 
befriending the many young couples living in the area. An ef- 
fective focus of this concern was the “| Do Club” which first 
club president Edwin Nelson credits to the organizational 
leadership of both Pastor Paul and his wife. Generally the club 
would meet the second Sunday evening each month in homes 
where young children could be more easily cared for. The usual 
generous potluck dinner was served, a short meeting held, and 
the rest of the evening spent just having a good time playing 
various games. Later on picnics, discussions, service oppor- 
tunities, and even speakers were added to the schedule. 

With membership open to any young married couple, 
whether they were church members or not, the | Do Club drew 
people who would be active in the congregation for years to 
come. Edwin Nelson can always be called upon for some fond 
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memory. Mildred Edwards recalls it was the one way they really 
got acquainted with members of the church. The Erchinger’s 
also responded that it was an important part of the church for 
them, providing a balanced approach to Christian fellowship. 

John Wilhelm recalled that his first contact with this church 
was an “‘accidental’’ encounter with the | Do Club picnicing in 
Douglas Park while on his way to officiate at a baseball game. 
Hans Johnson hailed him and introduced him to their Pastor, 
Reverend Paul Renz. Wilhelm remembers that the crowd, 
which included Dave and Anna Lovgren, Crawford and Virginia 
Beatty, Sophie and Joel White, Maxine and Roland Matthies, 
Faye and Karl Hilty, and others, asked him to stay but he de- 
clined because of his promise to umpire the ballgame. Still the 
seed had been sown. 

The | Do Club, much like its successor the Young Adults Club 
in the late 1960’s, not only cemented the membership of young 
couples in the church but alerted them to ways to help with the 
church ministry. Just as the group in the 1960’s would populate 
Mike Welsh’s “thriving’’ Sunday School class and provide the 
personnel to do yeoman service in church and community af- 
fairs, so the | Do Club drew and involved people in the 40’s and 
50’s. Most of those who mentioned the role of the | Do Club go 
on to recall how their involvement was then expanded to in- 
clude the Choir, Sunday School, Men and Women’s groups, 
positions of official responsibility, and friendships which have 
lasted a lifetime. 


Mr. and Mrs. Dave Lovgren at the 25th Anniversary celebration. 
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Such social relationships were also used to train, not just in- 
terest church participants. John Wilhelm and Edwin Nelson 
relish the memory of an adult Sunday School class they col- 
laborated on with Rudi Ericson. Not only was it a forum for 
scriptural study but also a training ground for future Sunday 
School teachers. 

A complementary situation evolved. As the parents became 
involved in Sunday School, they naturally brought their 
children. As the parents grew in the Word and understanding, 
more teaching personnel became available. A natural avenue 
for church and spiritual growth opened. 

One of the unofficial but important ‘institutions’ of the 
church was “The Line,” composed of “handsome, strapping 
male greeters” who according to John Wilhelm were always 
ready to extend a warm greeting before the Sunday morning 
worship to members and visitors at the entrance of the church. 
He noted that the men of the line, which existed at least twenty 
to twenty-five years, exhibited a genuine talent for making peo- 
ple feel welcome. He also remembered that they not only 
greeted people before the service but that: 

At the close of the service the men were again at the door to 

bid you goodby and urge everyone to come back the fol- 

lowing Sunday. The second visit at the church service you 
were welcomed by your name and the sincere handshake. 

The Wilhelms felt that nowhere in their travels had they had 
such warm and friendly greetings, nor had they seen such an 
“exuberance of enthusiasm” in the faces of such a happy 
group. He also had business dealings with many of the men and 
had been impressed by their acumen and integrity. First among 
the equals on the line was ‘‘Honest John’’ Huck, remembered 
by his children as the family patriarch whose faith in Jesus 
Christ guided his life and who, while active in Calumet City 
civic affairs, several times and at real risk, turned down 
“employment opportunities” by organized crime. 

Other greeters included Benny Krueger, Augie Rahn, Carl 
Brinckmann, Al Edwards, Dave Lovgren, Ed Mallender, Bill 
Myers, Tom Cole, Harry Hylen, George Kuehle, and Harry Car- 
roll — all of whom had considerable responsibilities, yet found 
time to say hello. They were also remembered for their efforts 
in visiting prospective members. Callers like John Huck, Ed 
Mallender,.and Augie Rahn were among those always on the 
lookout for new members. Elizabeth Wolf, Mabel Hylen, 
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Mathilda Huck, Grace Brumm, and Mildred Edwards are also 
prominently mentioned for their efforts in welcoming new folk. 

It was a tradition which was consciously cultivated. Shortly 
after the first unit was finished, Pastor Renz applauded the 
church for demonstrating its faithfulness in worship and the 
Sacraments, zeal in evangelism and witnessing to others, and 
an ever increasing, generous sense of stewardship. As he praised 
God for efforts and labors rewarded, he issued the call for the 
congregation to continue to cultivate their reputation as a 
“friendly church.” He also warned against complacency now 
that the first unit was built and the church self-supporting . . . 
“let us not lose our desire for a deeper spirituality in our daily 
living.” 

Just as Mrs. Renz bore witness to the openness of the con- 
gregation, others gave a similar testimony. Marie Erchinger, 
who joined her husband Christian, who had come from Ger- 
many several years prior to her arrival, remembers that she 
picked up American ways “‘little by little,” became acquainted 
with some of the ladies, and began to go to the services 

.. “so we became part of the congregation (as) in our heart - 
little by little - we grew into it.” 

Janet Myers Dorschel related how her parents became 
members of First United. Her father, William Myers, would 
serve as Financial Secretary for fifteen years and after retire- 
ment especially would enjoy helping Pastor Driscoll. Her 
mother, Viola, would be one of the faithful participants in the 
choir and ladies’ dinners. They had moved to Hammond when 
Bill’ was transferred from Baltimore by Pullman-Standard. In 
being transferred, they were following in the footsteps of the 
William (Ed) Dorschels who had been transferred by Pullman- 
Standard in the mid 1920’s. The first week the Myers ladies 
were in Hammond, they attended the one and a half year old 
church at the Women’s Club. They had been invited to church 
and dinner by the Dorschels. ‘‘We never went to another church 
after that first Sunday we arrived in town.” 

One of the more far-reaching searches for a church was pur- 
sued by Mame and Bob Heinz. In 1952 Mr. Heinz, who had had 
a distinguished career as a chemist, engineer, and an adminis- 
trator in Minnesota, Canada, North Dakota, Wyoming, and In- 
diana, was retiring from Standard Oil of Indiana after twenty- 
three years at the Lago Refinery on the island of Aruba. They 
brought with them the same drive in locating their ideal church 
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as he had demonstrated in suggesting the manufacture of “cut 
back” asphalt, several major innovations in the refining in- 
dustry, and a string of eight patents. She had shown the same 
energy in her participation in community and church affairs 
and even in her organization of the women and children on 
Aruba when they were being shelled by a German submarine in 
World War Il. After traveling 20,000 miles searching for a 
home, they decided to build on Indi-Illi Park because of the 
climate, people, trees, and church which they found nearby. 
The August Rahns quickly befriended them and John Wilhelm 
soon had put him to work on the Finance Committee. 


Mr. and Mrs. August Rahn (Mabel) 


Ay 


The Sunday School as has already been mentioned was 
another endeavor which helped the church grow. Under the 
superintendency of Dave Lovgren, Harry Carroll, Crawford 
Beatty, and David Bopp and teachers like Mrs. Carolyn Gosch, 
Mrs. Nelda Swanson, Mrs. Alice Prohl, Margaret Frye, Mrs. Lor- 
na Carroll, Mrs. W. L. Engelhardt, Mrs. Virginia Beatty, Mrs. 
Gertrude Ryan, Mrs. Sophie White, Helena Jacobson, Mrs. 
Mary Anna Renz, and Pastor Renz, the program experienced a 
gradual growth. Part of the increase was because of the overall 
increase in church membership and pastoral concern. However, 
part of the expansion was also because of the care and concern 
of teachers like Mrs. Gosch who “‘just knew how to catch the 
small children’s spirit’’ when they were afraid or uncertain. D. 
E. Bopp’s annual report would come to sound a refrain about 
how the Sunday School was constantly outgrowing its facilities 
even in the church and the manse basement. 

In the beginning the Sunday School and the rest of the con- 
gregation had had to face the considerable challenge of setting 
up for services in the Hammond Women’s Club. Mrs. Renz con- 
tinues to be impressed by the devotion of Clara Dorschel and 
her committee who were responsible for arranging the altar and 
on the first Sunday of the month, preparing for the communion 
service. The old buffet was converted to a suitable altar; Mrs. 
Dorschel’s previously mentioned gilded bowl was used for bap- 
tisms and a reading stand served as a lectern and pulpit. The 
altar and pulpit were both put on a platform along with a grand 
piano. There was still space on the platform for the choir! 

Mrs. Renz also remembered that even with more than a hun- 
dred chairs set in rows, there was still wide aisles down each 
side and in the middle of the Women’s Club dining room. There 
was also space for the parsonage babies, all well-trained to 
sleep through the services according to Edwin Nelson. How- 
ever, according to Mrs. Renz, they were more likely to be, 
“awake and to be cared for by whomever chanced to sit beside 
the buggy while Daddy preached and Mother sang in the 
choir.” She expressed surprise that none of the building’s 
caretakers ever questioned the cereal bits, celery strings, or 
cookie crumbs frequently on the floor after the service. She 
was not surprised that each of her three children retains a fond 
recollection of one particularly kind person who most often 
served as a “church mom.” 

The Sunday School especially had obstacles to overcome in 
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meeting in the Women’s Club. Before classes the staff had 
some definite clean-up problems. Mrs. Renz noted that, ‘‘It’s 
amazing that the children could separate the lessons to be 
learned from the strong beer smell which permeated the class 
area in which the beer kegs were still standing from the Satur- 
day night dances.” 

When the building was purchased by the local American 
Legion Post, the Church School had to not only contend with 
beer smells but also slot machines. Mrs. Renz wrote, “I shall 
never forget the little girl who came to Sunday School and put 
her nickel in the slot machine, and hit the jackpot!”” Mrs. Ed- 
wards, whose daughter Sandy had brought the friend who had 
put the offering in the slot machine, added that the little girls 
put all the money in the offering at Sandy’s suggestion. 


TBO a ee ae 

Sunday School Picnic in the mid 1940's. 
Front Row: Bill Beatty, Sharon Nelson, Sandy Edwards, John White, Dick Vierk, 

Jack Prohl. Back Row: Doty Grof, Phyllis Beatty, Marilyn Hlatko, Walter Erchinger. 


Other stories about the hall in Calumet City seem to abound. 
The 1945 Christmas program, ‘““‘Why the Chimes Rang,” directed 
by Mrs. Willard Jonas was rehearsed during wartime ‘‘brown 
out.” On another occasion there was a man who had imbibed 
heavily and fallen asleep among the slot machines. Awaking, 
he stumbled up the stairs into a Christmas Eve service where he 
was handed a candle and then the offering plate. On his way out 
he admitted to Pastor Renz that his accidental attendance in 
church was his first since his wedding twenty-five years before. 

Still the Sunday School maintained itself, emphasized mis- 
sions, added classes at both ends of the age spectrum, and grew 
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to the point where in the new building a two week Vacation 
Church School was first held in the summer of 1949. That Vaca- 
tion School would draw more non-Lutheran children from the 
neighborhood than children from the church. 

The Illinois location of a church organized under the Laws of 
Indiana presented some other special problems. Mrs. Renz 
remembered an afternoon wedding where the Pastor left im- 
mediately after the service and walked the bride and groom the 
short distance across the state line where he could pronounce 
them man and wife. They then joined the reception. 

The lease specified that for sixty-five dollars per month the 
church could hold religious services on the entire first floor 
Sunday’s from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and on special occasions 
such as Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter, usually for ten 
dollars per evening. This meant that choir rehearsals, commit- 
tee meetings, and catechical classes met elsewhere. Mrs. Renz 
remembered that the catechism classes were held at the par- 
sonage, with the baby Mary Ann watching from the playpen 
and four year old Jimmy sitting on his small chair next to his 
daddy. 

This continued for several months until one day the question 
was asked of the class, ‘What is Pentacost?’’ A small voice 
quickly replied ahead of the class members, ‘The church’s birf- 
day.’” From then on even the small Renzes were delegated to 
being quiet with mother in the kitchen. 

There were advantages meeting in the Women’s Club. One of 
them was a large kitchen often used by the active Women’s 
Auxiliary. Mrs. Renz wrote ‘Who will ever forget the sauerkraut 
suppers and the many fellowship gatherings for which the 
ladies donated so much of their time and labor!’’ She also 
remembered a long evening helping Clara Dorschel separate 
the eggs and measure ingredients for Mrs. Dorschel’s legendary 
thirty lemon pies, baked along with an undetermined number 
of pumpkin pies the next day. 

The members of the Women’s Auxiliary and the Auxiliary’s 
evening counterpart, the Ladies Evening Circle, organized 
December 4, 1947 under the presidency of Mrs. G. F. Heichel, 
came to shoulder a great number of responsibilities. In a 
“typical” year the women engaged in ten business meetings, 
two missionary programs, a birthday luncheon, a Christmas par- 
ty, two summer outings, a potluck with the Men’s Club, bake 
sales, a bazaar, anumber of chili and sauerkraut suppers, and a 
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host of projects to aid charitable institutions. 

Among the more celebrated of the dinners, was a Men’s Club 
Father and Son Banquet which featured University of Illinois 
head football coach Ray Elliot as speaker. The publicity for the 
event created quite a stir and helped make the community 
“very aware” of the existence of First United Lutheran Church. 


One of our legendary reception settings. 


Among the many services undertaken by the church women 
were support of the Wittenberg and Maywood Seminary 
Guilds, the purchase of items like a silver service and lace 
tablecloths, the creation of coverings for the altar and drapes 
for the Nursery, the gift of shelves for the Sunday School rooms, 
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and handsome contributions to the building fund. Typically 
they collected an offering for (and would later send birthday 
and Christmas cards to) the Oesterlen Children’s Home, dispat- 
ched food and clothing to an adopted family in Germany, 
gathered clothing for Lutheran World Relief, and sent 
Christmas gifts for children at Ellis Isle. They continued to send 
delegates to the various Synodical and missionary conventions 
(Mrs. F. M. Richardson served as State President of the 
Women’s Missionary Society in 1951-1952) and would also par- 
ticipate in events like the World Day of Prayer, Leper Fund, 
Cancer Drive, World Community Day, Goodwill Industries, 24 
hour prayer vigils, the Church’s Annual Missionary Convention, 
the YMCA and YWCA membership drives, and take part in 
special events such as the dedication of the new church. They 
raised money through a variety of measures such as their social 
activities, sales, ‘‘Rolling Dollar,” catering for weddings, and 
especially engaging practices such as the ‘‘Gypsy Basket.” In 
the case of the latter according to Mrs. Willard Jonas and the 
Lutheran Church Women history, ‘“a member would prepare 
her best recipe and deliver it unexpectedly. The family on the 
receiving end dropped their monetary thanks into a container 
in the basket. Within ten days, the basket with its goody was 
delivered to another house.” 

So central was the role of the women’s groups since the early 
days of First United, that the Lutheran Church Women’s history 
notes that the Women’s Missionary Board allocated some 
funds to pay the brand new pastor of the fledgling church in 
Hammond. There was hardly an important aspect of church ser- 
vice thereafter which was not strongly influenced by the church 
women. 

As the numbers in the congregation multiplied, so did the 
functions of First United. The adult or senior choir grew to 
about twenty-one members and was joined by a junior choir of 
twenty to thirty members. Both choirs were superbly and in- 
novatively directed by Mrs. Muriel Nelson. The Luther League 
had a full and impressive schedule. An Evangelism Committee 
had been formed and in conjunction with the Lemis (Laymen’s 
Evangelical Movement of the Indiana Synod) had begun a local 
survey. A parish paper was begun and two Sunday morning wor- 
ship services were contemplated. In 1952 Mrs. Leslie Kuehl of 
the Women’s Auxiliary Altar Committee suggested in her com- 
mittee report that an altar guild should be organized. The same 
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year, Harry Hylen noted with pride that every year since its 
organization, the congregation had met its Benevolence Appor- 
tionments 100%. Property for the new church edifice had been 
secured and paid for and the first unit constructed. The manse 
had also been purchased and refurbishing of the basement had 
begun. In his first Pastor’s Report, Edward Driscoll enthused 
over the past year, Pastor Renz’s legacy, and the church’s 
potential. Quoting one of the denomination’s stewardship 
movies he exclaimed, “I like to belong to an outfit that’s goin’ 
someplace.” 

On June 1, 1953, Reverend Renz had terminated his thirteen 
year ministry in Hammond by accepting a call from Peachtree 
Road Lutheran Church in Atlanta, Georgia. John Wilhelm 
recalled how shocked they were. When Mr. Wilhelm asked 
Pastor Renz why he was leaving, he replied that everyone had 
been so good to him but that members of the church were no 
longer responding as wholeheartedly as they had before when 
asked to do things for the congregation. 

Mrs. Renz recently looked back upon the many activities, ex- 
periences, gifts, the dedication to the Renzes of the Ladies 
Evening Circle’s cookbook which they’ found so moving, and 
the many, many lives they shared. The Hammond days, among 
the happiest of her life, had helped the Renzes grow too and 
left an indelible impression upon their lives. 

That cookbook dedication which so thrilled the Renzes, af- 
fectionately applauded not only their spiritual help and 
guidance but also their unfailing energies, understanding, pa- 
tience, tact, and gay good humor. Roland Matthies, noting how 
much of a team the Renzes were, remembered Mary Anna in 
addition to being a fine singer, friend, and teacher as the one 
with the steam “which propelled them both.” Matthies observ- 
ed, “Paul was first of all a Pastor. No great orator, he came 
through with a sincerity that touched many of our lives.” Judg- 
ing from the way he is still spoken of, he continues to touch 
many lives. 
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Chapter III - Building the Edifice 


But | through the abundance of thy 
steadfast love will enter the house, 
| will worship toward thy holy temple 
in the fear of thee. Psalms 5:7 

Within a very short time, the congregation meeting at the 
Hammond Women’s Club in Calumet City had mastered the 
mechanics of setting up and running a church and was eager to 
get started building their own church. As previously mentioned, 
almost a year after the first service, at a special meeting of the 
Church Council, the Site Committee recommended the pur- 
chase of a lot at the corner of Locust and Hohman. They also 
recommended as an alternative the lot on the corner of Vine 
and Hohman. The former site, where the first building is now 
located, was approved by a special congregational meeting on 
April 13, 1940. A purchase price of $3,750.00 for the 140’ by 200’ 
lot was approved. Additionally the Council was authorized to 
borrow $1500.00 from the Merchantile National Bank. Mr. O. C. 
E. Matthies also loaned $500.00 without interest. The bank loan 
was paid in full by the following March and Mr. Matthies was 
paid by the first of June. 

Construction of the first unit or Great Hall was delayed 
because of restrictions imposed by the Federal Civilian Con- 
struction Production Administration and because of the post 
war material shortage. Still plans were made, a Building Com- 
mittee was formed and a considerable building fund built up. 
In time, a Mr. T. Norman Mansell of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
was hired to draw up the original plans. The firm of Bachman 
and Bertram was engaged as local architects. Mr. Fred Slather 
was enlisted as general contractor and Mr. J. William Belshaw 
was retained as legal advisor. 

It is interesting to note, from today’s perspective, that 
although the Synod donated $500.00 to that first property pur- 
chase, it felt that the location was a mistake. At the time, First 
Church was a clerical pioneer on south Hohman. How that con- 
trasts with Pastor Driscoll’s recent comment about how “We 
remember with satisfaction the faces, if not the names, of other 
pastors of churches and synagogues up and down the avenue” 
which became widely known as “Church Row”. 

When steel finally became available, the contract with Mr. 
Slather was signed and John Huck’s Finance Committee, which 
included Mrs. F. W. Lortz, Mr. L. C. Beatty, Mr. G. F. Brumm, 
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and Mr. H. A. Hylen and which had more than exceeded their 
goal of collecting $12,000 by the church's fifth anniversary, 
redoubled its efforts. The Architectural Committee, chaired by 
Mr. George Kuehle and including Mrs. Clara Brinckmann, Mrs. 
O. C. E. Matthies, Mrs. E. Wolf, Mr. C. Cunningham, Mr. H. F. 
Fiegenschuh, Mr. C. Jacobson, and Mr. C. Swanson and the 
Building Committee, also chaired by Mr. Kuehle after Mr. W. E. 
Dorschel moved, and including Mr. J. J. Huck, Mr. H. A. Hylen, 
Mr. B. E. Krueger, and Mr. Wm. Littman, soon saw their many 
meetings and labors rewarded with the construction of the first 
unit. 

Indeed the building process went rapidly. Ground breaking, 
with Dr. A. M. Knudson of the American Board of Missions of- 
ficiating, took place April 4, 1948. The cornerstone laying, with 
Pastor Renz officiating and many church and community 
members participating, took place June 13. The building was 
dedicated December 12, the same year. 

Joy seems to be the emotion most associated with the Sun- 
day procession after a final combined service and Sunday 
School at the Legion Hall on Ruth Street to the new edifice at 
Locust and Hohman. The whole emphasis of the service was 
one of praise and thanksgiving as the building was dedicated to 
the glory of God. Indiana Synod President F. M. Hanes 
delivered the sermon. One witness remembered, ‘‘There were 
many tear-filled eyes as Fred Slather, the contractor, handed 
over the keys to George Kuehle . . . and the throngs marched 
into that service.” 

The celebrations continued and the response was con- 
siderable. That afternoon there was an open house for the com- 
munity. Mrs. Renz recalled that it had been estimated that over 
1000 people attended. She and her husband, never doubted 
that number, for both had aching arms and hands and face that 
hurt from smiling all day! 

That Sunday evening there was a Christmas Cantata Program 
directed by Mrs. Nelson. The following Tuesday, December 14, 
there was a community night vesper service, again affording an 
opportunity to greet neighbors and show people the building. 
That Thursday a Congregational Fellowship Dinner was held. At 
the program following the potluck supper, Mr. Hylen acted as 
Master of Ceremonies. Dr. H. Grady Davis spoke and the 
assembled were also shown pictures and films of the building 
process. The following Sunday saw a dedication of the Sunday 
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School under the direction of Mr. Bopp and his three suc- 
cessors, a Dedication Communion Service, and that evening, 
the Sunday School Christmas Program. 

Just as the Dedication Week was carefully planned out, so 
was the planning of the building itself. Money had been so 
faithfully given to the Building Fund that by the end of 1948, 
the new building was 60% paid for. The Council had also worked 
out a proposed policy on the priorities for using the new 
building. 

The church’s Architectural Committee had studied and 
visited many churches before collaborating with a Mr. Elwood 
L. Bowman of the American Board of Missions (of the UCLA) to 
choose a style known as Cotswold English. The choice of 
Cotswold English, a gothic style used before the Norman Con- 
quest of England, was selected because it would ‘‘grow out of” 
the community and yet blend with it without towering over the 
neighborhood. The Dedication Program described the main en- 
trance as a ‘pleasing combination of Indiana limestone, cyprus 
timbers, and small leaded windows to carry out the rustic 
Cotswold design.” The exterior was also made out of ‘‘roughcut 
ashtone and finecut stone trim, all Indiana limestone.’”” The 
custom-built lighting fixtures and construction of the entire 
building above ground was done in order to give as radiant and 
light an appearance as possible. 

With an eye on the future, the builders had included a 
heating system which could accommodate the anticipated 
Nave. They also roofed the building in an asphalt shingle so 
that when the second unit was built, the eventual tile roof of 
church and parish hall would be the same. One of the most 
significant ways to prepare for the future was the inscription 
over the Locust Street door of Jesus’ ‘Suffer the little children 
to come unto Me.” 

As with the second unit, much was given to the Building Fund 
as memorials for departed friends and members. Sixty persons 
and couples were so mentioned in the program. Many other 
items were also donated to the building designed to be, ‘a 
structure of beauty and strength, permanence and utility, 
eminently suited to serve our community and glorify our 
Heavenly Father.’”” Mrs. Renz observed; 

The new building was not pretentious but functional and 

beautiful in its simplicity. We were always proud of the 

beautiful chancel furnishings which were so masterfully 
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constructed by Chris Erchinger. It was the crowning glory to 
the many labors and gifts which so many hands had poured 
into the church for those long nine years and, to us, became 
the base of a monument which has been in construction for 
all of these succeeding years. To further beautify the sanc- 
tuary, a marble baptismal font was given by Benny and 

Frieda Krueger, and later Edith Richardson made a complete 

set of paraments for the altar. Friends of the church, Earl 

and Luella Snyder presented the congregation with the first 
organ. 

Anticipating further expansion, calls had been made upon 
Mr. and Mrs. Zimmerman, a couple active in a Lutheran Church 
in South Chicago who owned a vacant lot west of his home on 
Locust Street. It bordered the church property by the alley. Mr. 
Zimmerman was asked if he would give the church first refusal 
should he ever decide to sell his vacant lot. 

A call was also made on a Mr. McKay, President of the Public 
Construction Company, whose brick house was directly south 
of the church. He too was asked if he would give the church 
first refusal if he ever decided to sell. 

Not too long later, in 1952, Mr. McKay called to say that he 
and his wife had decided to offer their house for sale to the 
church. They had two appraisals but asked the church to also 
have an appraisal made. The church did so and ultimately 
bought the large brick house and 145’ X 200’ lot for $35,000. 

This home became the Manse. Between the pastorates of the 
Renzes and Driscolls it was refurbished and braced to support 
the weight of meetings, classes, and other activities. The base- 
ment was also prepared to accommodate Sunday School 
classes. Possession of the north part of the lot brought con- 
struction of the Nave closer to reality. 

In time the Zimmerman family was also willing to sell their 
property to the church but the congregation did not accept the 
offer. Indeed the subject of land purchases became a 
somewhat sensitive subject. Parking space and room to expand 
were desired, but there were differing opinions on what pro- 
jects should be given priority and how the church’s money 
could best be spent. 

Indeed Pastor Driscoll in his 1958 Annual Report called the 
discussion over whether to buy the two lots directly south of 
the church just across Humpfer Street “the first major crisis” in 
the life of the congregation. A number of members in the con- 
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gregation were concerned that such a purchase would delay 
the much needed building of a Nave. Nevertheless a bare ma- 
jority approved the purchase of the property from a Mr. Sam 
Abrahamson, General Manager of Chrysler Sales in the 
Calumet Region. This 110’ by 200’ tract of land was purchased 
for $20,000. According to a couple of church histories, it enabled 
the congregation to build a parking lot in compliance with 
municipal regulations and to handle the increasing numbers 
who drove to church. Pastor Driscoll at the time, hoped that the 
financial steps being taken in 1958 would overcome objections. 

Not long after the first unit was dedicated, other plans were 
made with an eye on building a Nave. In 1952, at the same time 
as the Church Council recommended the purchase of the 
McKay property, they also recommended that the congrega- 
tion elect an Architectural Committee. Two Sunday services 
had started in September 1951 and space evidently was already 
a concern. At the 1954 Annual Meeting, the Architectural Com- 
mittee was organized. The Council also called for the establish- 
ment of Committees on Survey, Worship and Religious Art, 
Christian Education, Fellowship and Recreation, Plans and Con- 
struction, Promotion and Publicity, Women’s Interests, Fur- 
nishings and Equipment, and Administration and Special 
Facilities. They also wished to sound out the membership’s feel- 
ings about participating on the above committees. 

One of the obstacles to building the Nave was the continued 
presence of a debt from the first building program. The debt 
had been reduced from $15,000 in 1955 to $5,000 a year later 
when August Rahn, Church Treasurer, approached his friend 
Robert Heinz after Sunday worship and asked him if he could 
visit the Heinz home to discuss church finances. Heinz replied 
that such a visit was not necessary. He promptly wrote out a 
check for $1,000 and told Rahn to get the other leaders to ante 
up the rest, which they shortly did. Vice President Bopp could 
then call for the creation of a new building fund. 

Thus the old debt was liquidated and a new building fund in- 
itiated. However the tight money situation made borrowing dif- 
ficult. A plan to offer Certificates of Deposit at 6% to members 
and friends of the church met with a considerable initial 
response, which then slowed down and stopped. About $40,000 
of a hoped for $250,000 in ten year certificates was raised. 
Church income, after the record giving year of 1955 had slipped 
the next two years. 
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During this time, Mr. Rahn and the Church leaders appointed 
John Wilhelm, Chairman of the Board of Hoosier State Bank, to 
head the Finance Committee. After some visits on friends and 
members of the congregation, the Committee decided it needed 
help. Mr. Heinz recalled several memorable visits with Mr. and 
Mrs. Getchow, who provided for the lawn lights and bushes and 
maintained them, the Mickow family, the Johnson’s, and Dr. 
Warber, the Methodist dentist down the street from the church 
who pledged $2,000 and also had the landscaping on the pro- 
perty done at his expense. However the Committee felt it might 
be better to bring in an ‘outsider’ to solicit funds. If funds 
could be promised, it would be possible to arrange for joint fun- 
ding with the Merchantile National Bank, Calumet National 
Bank, and Hoosier State Bank. 

Thus the Wells Organization, represented by a Mr. Andy 
Gumm, was called in. Such a move had been considered by the 
Council as early as 1954. The Wells Organization’s efforts in- 
cluded meetings with many of the church’s families and a 
Loyalty Pledge Dinner on January 21, 1959. There was a 
‘heartening’ response which amazed Pastor Driscoll. Although 
$125,000 had been the Wells Organization’s goal, they received 
pledges for $137,000. There was also a small loan from the 
American Board of Missions. In the same year, offerings for the 
building fund totaled $50,000 and offerings for all purposes 
reached almost $80,000. This liberality of giving was the more 
impressive when it is compared with the 1955 record offering 
for all purposes of $46,000. While further contributions to the 
building fund would gradually decline, until there was a deter- 
mined and successful effort to liquidate all debts in 1978, 
enough money was raised and pledged to go ahead with the 
building of the Nave. 

With the promise of funds adequate to support the construc- 
tion, to maintain the church’s regular activities, and to still 
have a “nest egg” for other property investments, building 
could begin. Bachman and Bertram had again been hired on 
February 1, 1956 as local architects to supervise the building 
and to develop the previous plans. In April of that year the 
Clark Construction Company submitted the low bid of $212,091 
(later $205,000) on the new addition. The publication of the new 
red Service Book and Hymnal had conveniently taken place in 
1958. The Building Committee, again chaired by Mr. George F. 
Kuehle, the Fund Raising Committee, whose general chairman 
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was Mr. Bert Keeler, the Monitorial Committee chaired by Mr. 
Kenneth C. Wheeler, the Furnishings Committee, chaired by 
Mrs. George J. (Elizabeth) Wolf, and the Memorials Committee, 
headed by Mr. John J. Huck, had done their homework. 
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The arches of the Nave and the balcony. 


“On May 31, 1959, our Congregation, by the Grace of God, 
celebrated a ground breaking service for the construction of 
Unit Two or Nave building.” On August 30, the cornerstone was 
laid. By the end of the year the construction was under a roof, 
the floors were poured and the furnace ready for firing. The 
eighty car lot had also been prepared just south of Humpfer 
Street. ‘“‘The completed structure was, with appropriate 
thankful Christian ceremonies, dedicated to our Lord and 
Savior on May 15, 1960.” 

Many memories of the building process have remained. The 
new Nave was larger than had been originally planned and at 
least one church leader was apprehensive that it would not be 
possible to fill it. The Erchinger’s, who were to spend so much 
time maintaining the flowers around the church, remember 
how adamant Mrs. Wolf had been in making sure that there 
would be a fine steeple, a finger pointed to the sky. Mrs. Nancy 
Vierk remembered that later Pastor Fisher was eager for kneel- 
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ing benches, feeling that it was a good idea to get Germans 
down on their knees. 


Mr. Christian Erchinger, Mrs. C. Bruhn, Mrs. Marie Erchinger, 
and Mrs. Elizabeth Wolf 


Former Pastor Driscoll recently recalled his ministry at First 
United. He and his wife felt that the singular big event during 
their first years had been the building and dedication of the 
new Nave. When Driscoll came to First Church, he was pleased 
to find that the master plan had been drafted by T. Norman 
Mansell, for he had viewed Mansell’s new chapel at Wittenberg 
College. He remembered that ‘‘Daughter Judy was the last to 
be married in the old chapel and Jeannine was the first to be 
married in the new church. . .” 

Pastor Driscoll also had fond memories of the parsonage and 
yard so close to the church: 

A particular delight was the large wisteria that grew outside 
the kitchen window and the large flowering tree which we 
lit up with spotlights a couple of times, The large swing 
which we had in the backyard was a popular spot before 
and after Sunday School sessions held in the parsonage 
basement. Altogether it was a great convenience and great 
pleasure to live next door to the church; right in the midst of 
the activities. 

The Driscoll’s next-door perspective also gave them a chance 
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to see the day to day progress on the chapel. Perhaps more than 
anyone else, he felt they were able to glory in the completed 
structure. 


Laying of the cornerstone of the Nave: 
Otto Matthies, Chris Erchinger, Mrs. Edward (Sarah) Driscoll, 
Sandra Driscoll, Judy Driscoll, and Jeannine Driscoll 


Mrs. Frieda Krueger, whose family one year painted all of the 
outside woodwork on the church, recalled the interest taken by 
her husband in the building process. Mr. Ben Krueger, who had 
been on both building committees, who donated both cor- 
nerstones, and whose firm furnished the stone for the church 
construction at cost, would inspect the building operation 
every day to see that the stone was laid properly. His daily 
stops at church and then home for coffee, prompted Mrs. 
Krueger to remark that if anyone will go to heaven, you will 
because you went to church every day. Not surprisingly Mr. 
Krueger’s obituary noted that his first love was his church and 
that one of his favorite hymns was “Rock of Ages.” 

Mrs. Krueger for her part, on the church’s twenty-fifth anni- 
versary, gave the tomb altar of imported Italian yellow brocatel 
Sienna marble with the symbol of the phoenix embossed on 
front in memory of her husband. That altar replaced the one 
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crafted by Christian Erchinger which was then taken to serve 
the newly formed congregation of Gloria Dei. From there the 
Erchinger Altar had gone to other congregations and is at the 
moment serving the one pastored by another local product, 
David Furuness. 
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Mrs. Frieda Krueger and the marble altar donated in her husband’s memory. 
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The Dedication Service on the spring Sunday in 1960, again 
had the Congregation assembling in front of the church for the 
presentation of the keys. The Assembly then proceeded into the 
new church for the service of dedication and thanksgiving con- 
ducted by Pastor Driscoll. The sermon was delivered by Indiana 
Synod Presidential Assistant, The Reverend George H. Hoog. 

That afternoon an Open House Tea was given and in the 
evening, Dr. Paul J. Renz preached at the Community Vesper 
Service, which also featured short messages from several reli- 
gious organizations. That Wednesday there was a Fellowship 
and Recognition Service, which much like the potluck twelve 
years before, had Mr. Harry A. Hylen as Master of Ceremonies. 

The following Sunday, May 22, the Sunday School had a 
special service under the direction of Mr. Gordon Stone. The 
morning service scheduled the first of the church’s confirmands 
to be ordained, The Reverend Allen Wallace. That evening the 
Annual Calumet Area Lutheran Choir Festival was held in the 
new Nave. 

The celebration continued on yet another Sunday when Dr. 
Roland Matthies, Vice President and Treasurer of Wittenberg 
University, delivered the Layman’s Sunday message. Once 
again that afternoon, a Community Open House Tea was held, 
especially extending an invitation to friends and relatives. 

One more facet of the church’s building effort, not to men- 
tion the enormous amount of work which has gone into main- 
taining the edifice, should be mentioned. The Memorials Com- 


mittee, headed by John Huck, sought “” ‘living memorials’ in- 
stead of floral pieces or other perishable or soon forgotten 
items in memory of members or friends...” Thus Mrs. 


Krueger presented the altar with its symbol of the resurrection 
to her husband’s memory. Likewise one of the stained glass win- 
dows was given by Roland C. Matthies and Gertrude Matthies 
Peyton in honor of their parents, Mr. Otto C. E. Matthies and 
Mrs. Anna Matthies. Another window also honors the time and 
dedication given to First Church by the Kuehles. However not 
all gifts were given in memory of departed loved ones or to 
remember a wedding, anniversary, or other special event. Many 
things were most generously given simply ‘in honor of the 
church” or “‘to the Glory of God.” 

One of the crowning efforts of the building program was the 
creation of the stained glass windows in the Nave. Owing to the 
urgency of the building program in 1959-1960, translucent glass 
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was Originally installed but the masonry work included a chase 
or groove which would allow the eventual placement of stained 
glass behind the protection of the translucent glass. In 1963 an 
Art Glass Committee was chosen to study possible artists, firms, 
and themes. They settled upon Munich-born artist and designer 
Conrad Pickel, who had migrated to the United States, worked 
for several firms, and eventually formed his own studio. Among 
his credits were the windows in the Boe Memorial Chapel of St. 
Olaf College, the library of the Lutheran Brotherhood Building 
in Minneapolis, and in religious buildings erected by many 
other groups in the Midwest. 


Mr. Roland Matthies, Mrs. Maxine Matthies, Mrs. Gertrude (Matthies) Peyton, 
Mrs. Otto Matthies and their window donated at the 25th anniversary. 
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Mr. Pickel soon applied his essentially medieval art to First 
Church. The process of surveying the building, coloring the 
glass chemically while in a molten state, the full-size drawing 
of the windows, the careful cutting and firing of the glass, and 
the painstaking assembling, joining, and soldering of the win- 
dows was completed in 1964. 

“The Gospel in Glass” highlighted many of the most impor- 
tant parts of the Bible and Christian faith. The Old Testament 
was represented in three segments. The first, ‘“The Creation” 
depicted the ‘‘all seeing eye” of the Triune God who viewed His 
creation and found it good. Drawing from the first two chapters 
of Genesis, the process of creation, the innocent of Eden, and 
the first of God’s great covenants with man - his responsibility 
of procreation, commission to exercise control and care over 
all living creatures, and admonition not to eat of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil is delineated. 

The second Old Testament segment, entitled ‘The Fall,” 
drawn from Genesis 8 and 9, showed Satan successfully tempt- 
ing Adam and Eve, their expulsion from Eden, and the miti- 
gating promise of a Redeemer who shall ‘‘bruise the head” of 
sin. Also portrayed was the corruption and wickedness of later 
generations, the deluge, the saving of Noah and the righteous 
remnant, the promise that there shall never again be a univer- 
sal judgment by water, and the delegation to mankind of the 
responsibility of human government. 

The third Old Testament segment, ‘The Promise,” traced the 
experiences of and covenants with Abraham, Moses, and 
David. The promise of the Redeemer continues as an important 
theme. Thus was shown the development of the chosen people, 
the hot and cold relationship of Israel with God and symbols of 
God’s standards of perfection, a high priest to intercede for all 
who seek forgiveness, and a sacrificial atonement in anticipa- 
tion of the cross. The family of David was also given the pro- 
mise of the Messiah or Christ who shall come forth from the 
line of Jesse and David. 

The Old Testament promised redemption from the Fall. The 
New Testament section details that redemption through ‘The 
Nativity,” “The Ministry’’ where Jesus spoke to many kinds of 
people whose response varies ‘even as the sower’s seed falls on 
many types of ground,” ‘‘The Crucifixion,”” where Jesus made 
his final sacrifice for our sins and became the mediator of the 
new Covenant between God and those who seek God, ‘‘The 
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Resurrection” where the despair of Crucifixion and death was 
vanquished, and the ‘‘Pentacost’” where the Holy Spirit comes 
“at last to fill the hearts, and lives of the disciples and to make 
them ready for presenting the story of Christ to the world” - 
symbolized by Peter’s sermon to the Jews on that day. 

The last two window segments depicted The Sacraments. 
“Baptism” told the account of the Ethiopian who had been 
studying the prophecies of Isaiah, who received the good news 
from Philip, and was promptly baptized. In ‘““Holy Communion” 
the two disciples on the Emmaus road were joined by Jesus. 
They did not recognize Him until He repeated the ritual of the 
Last Supper at the evening meal. 

Thus in glass was the core of the Christian message enshrined. 
It was a fitting way to finish building a church. 
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Chapter IV - The Mature Church 


| was glad when they said unto me: 

Let us go into the house of the Lord. 
Our feet shall stand within thy gates: O 
Jerusalem. Jerusalem is builded: as a city 
that is compact together; Whither the 
tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord: unto 
the testimony of Israel, to give thanks 
unto the Name of the Lord Psalm 122 


Pastor Edward D. Driscoll 
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Edward Derr Driscoll was very surprised one Sunday in June 
1953, when several strangers, who had passed by him after a 
service at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Van Wert, Ohio, asked 
if they might see him briefly. There were three couples among 
the visitors. Driscoll in particular remembered the Crawford 
Beattys and the John Clines, from Hammond, Indiana who were 
looking for a replacement for Pastor Renz while the pulpit was 
being supplied by individuals from Maywood Seminary and 
from among friends and relatives of the congregation. Driscoll, 
like Renz, a graduate of Wittenberg and Hamma Divinity 
School, remembered Renz from when they both studied at 
those schools and had also known his wife from Luther League 
and college days. Likewise he also knew her father Dr. 
Hackenberg, who was prominent in Ohio Synod circles. 


A special Vesper service and trial sermon was quickly 
scheduled for the first of July. A call soon followed on July 
fifth. The Driscolls soon moved into the recently acquired and 
redecorated parsonage and began serving from August 10. For- 
mal installation was August 30 when Indiana Synod President 
Dr. Harry Haines conducted the service. 


The Driscolls, in their fourth assignment, found a young 
church with a new educational-worship unit and ambitious 
plans for the future. The church they left after seven and one 
half years in Van Wert was an older substantial congregation. 
Yet they were pleased with the new congregation and the 
challenges and opportunities it afforded. They found the 
manse “abundantly adequate” for their growing family of three 
girls and one boy. They also found a church which believed 


. . . the Bible is the inspired word of God and the only in- 

fallible rule of faith and practice for daily living: that Christ 

is the Son of God and Savior of the World: that men are 

justified and saved, not by works but by the grace of God 

received through faith; that the Gospel of Jesus Christ, ap- 
plied to men, is the only hope of the world; that ‘He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved.’ We further believe 
that the means of grace are the Word of God and the 

Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 

It was also a church which dedicated itself to serving the 
community in seeking to meet its spiritual and other needs. Ad- 
ditionally it was a church which sought to lose no member of 
the body in the shuffle of activity but rather to draw each mem- 
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ber in a closer relationship to their Savior. It also issued a ring- 
ing welcome to... 

All who mourn and need comfort — to all who are in 
distress and need sympathy — to all who are friendless and 
want friendship — to all who are lonely and want compa- 
nionship — to all who are idle and want an opportunity to 
serve — to all who struggle and want victory — to all who 
have sinned and want victory. 

Pastor Driscoll recently reminisced about his ministry in 
Hammond. While major events such as building efforts and 
special campaigns naturally come to mind first, the most im- 
portant reflections of the ministry of course were upon the peo- 
ple. He thought of all the baptisms, confirmations, funerals, 
and weddings. He also thought of the organists, choir directors, 
teachers, senior citizens, summer workers, and others who 
helped out. He likewise remembered the work of Harriet Bar- 
tow, with whom the Driscolls still correspond with at Christ- 
mastime, who was the first AIDS (aids in Deaconess Service) to 
be produced by the United Lutheran Service. 

While Pastor Driscoll served First United, he considered it his 
honor to serve as a chaplain to the Synod Convention one year, 
as a delegate to the ULCA Convention twice, and on the Ex- 
ecutive Board of the Synod two terms. He was also on the 
Board of the Mulberry Home, the Synodical Committee on 
Social Missions, pastoral advisor to the State Luther League, 
Secretary of the Chicago South Side Lutheran Evangelism Mis- 
sion, variously President and Treasurer of the Greater Ham- 
mond Ministerial Council, President of the Lutheran Pastor’s 
Association of the Calumet Area, Chairman of the Chaplain’s 
Group of St. Margaret’s Hospital, President of the Northern 
Conference of the Indiana Synod, and on the Executive Board 
of the Lake County Council of Churches. In 1954 he attended 
several sessions of the World Council of Churches in Evanston 
and in 1957 attended the Lutheran World Federation meetings 
in Minneapolis. A typical year could find him editing a baker's 
dozen issues of The Visitor the church newsletter, participating 
in nearly 400 meetings and services, and making 500 to 600 
visits. He also would naturally teach two catechetical classes a 
year. He additionally found time to take part in a number of 
evangelism missions. 

As will happen with a youthful church rapidly growing 
toward maturity, Paster Driscoll would annually report, ‘As 
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usual, there are things to rejoice over and things of which to be 
more or less ashamed.” Still the good outranked the bad. 


Pastor Driscoll, Mr. and Mrs. Bert Keeler. Background, Mr. and Mrs. Chris Furuness. 


While the church experienced continual growth in member- 
ship, there was also a high turnover. Several of those who had a 
key role in forming the church already had been transferred by 
their employers. Driscoll noted that at least they were putting 
in letters for membership elsewhere. Early in his ministry he 
also noted the high number of baptisms taking place and hoped 
that as parents kept their vows, it would be a harbinger of large 
confirmation classes. Pastor Driscoll’s early concern over the 
membership problems attending a mobile, suburban environ- 
ment, the discrepancies between the number of confirmed and 
communing members and the required periodic revision of the 
membership roles, problems common among large established 
churches, continue to this day to be themes which frequent 
pastoral reports. 

During the Driscoll Years, many innovations and new minis- 
tries were inaugurated. On February 3, 1954, the Ladies Aux- 
iliary Altar Committee was reorganized as the Altar Guild. The 
First Guild, presided over by the Pastor and consisting of twelve 
women elected by the congregation, first officered by Mrs. 
Henry Schleper, Mrs. Leslie Kuehle, and Mrs. John Wilhelm, 
would prepare for the Holy Communion services, plan and put 
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up Christmas decorations, supply the equipment necessary for 
communion, outfit the Acolytes, and as the new Nave was an- 
ticipated, visit other churches and draw up proposals for the 
new church building. 


rf 


Mrs. Mildred Edwards, 


en \ a © 
Mrs. Ruth Langenhan, Mrs. Virginia Beatty, 
Mrs. Carol Wagner, Mrs. Anna Johnson, and Mrs. Henning 


There was also the previously mentioned AIDS Program 
where Harriet Bartow enjoyed ‘‘tea cup evangelism’ and the 
chance to teach a leadership class. The 1956 program of the 
Diaconic Year also enabled students such as Myrna 
Hildebrandt to find employment and serve the church at the 
same time. 

In 1956 the Women’s Auxiliary and the Ladies Evening Circle 
(actually circles) were combined into the United Lutheran 
Church Women. Officered first by Mrs. A. R. Edwards, Mrs. 
Harold Vierk, Mrs. Edwin Shors, and Mrs. William L. Myers, the 
eighty women involved divided themselves into six (and later 
seven) circles to provide closer fellowship and Bible study and 
to be able to delegate the many service responsiblities they had 
assumed. They would conduct many clothing drives, prepare 
Thanksgiving baskets, have a full schedule of programs, serve 
many dinners, collect toys for needy children, make favors and 
supplies for Mulberry Home, hold bake and white elephant 
sales, take cards, cookies, and candy to shut-ins, serve as 
greeters at services, help the Nursery Department and Cradle 
Role in many ways, donate flowers to the Altar Guild, knit mit- 
tens for the Oesterlen Home, send donations to Camp Luther- 
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wald, contribute to the Wittenberg Guild, sponsor the Church 
Library, send Christmas notes to college students, and host 
many church, community, and Synodical events. They sought 
to be leaders among their sister organizations. For instance, 
Mrs. Paul Dean was President of the Northern Conference. 

The undoubted highlight of 1957 according to that year’s an- 
nual report was the February Lutheran Evangelism Mission. Ear- 
ly that year Pastor Driscoll had noted that the church, which 
has grown to nearly a 1,000 souls in seventeen years because of 
its fortunate location, was probably enjoying its ‘“hay-day.”” As 
more and more churches were built and as area building reached 
a saturation point, the church would have to look beyond the 
natural growth of a membership through the increase of church 
families and Lutherans moving to the neighborhood. Expressing 
a concern for the unchurched citizens of the area and indeed 
the world, Pastor Driscoll warned, ‘‘We cannot be purely 
parochial and local in our concern and outreach.” 

The evangelistic effort was in cooperation with 400 other 
area Lutheran churches. The week of the campaign the callers 
met at the church. After supper (240 of which were somehow 
supplied by the LCW at a cost of forty cents per person) and in- 
structions, they went calling. In one sense the gains were 
minimal in that communing membership for the year grew by 
only two. However the congregation did grow by sixty-five peo- 
ple and the congregation was encouraged enough to take part 
in an interdenominational effort in 1958. 

Evangelism Committee Chairman, J. W. Windhorst, had 
several important observations on the campaign. Because of 
the effort ‘“more souls are worshiping God with us (that had not 
been) and that the size of His Kingdom had been increased.” 
He attributed the increase both to those knocking on doors and 
those who supported them in prayer. If it was effort especially 
emphasizing lay participation, it also most benefited the laity: 

There was another, but less obvious result of the evangelism 

work in this last year, namely, the reawakening in many of 

the evangelism workers, the knowledge that the Holy Spirit 

is always ready to work through us to further God's 

Kingdom. 

The year 1959 was memorable for First United not only 
because of the building of the Nave but also because in that 
year, a mission congregation, Gloria Dei, was established. By 
the end of the decade of the ‘50s the population movement 
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which had built up South Hammond was spreading to the 
“Ridge Towns” even further south. An Anniversary Yearbook 
showed that most of the founding members of First United lived 
either in Hammond, Munster, Calumet City, or rural Chicago 
Heights. Even by 1953 large numbers of confirmed members lived 
not only in those cities and towns but in many other widely 
dispersed municipalities. Illinois members hailed not only from 
Calumet City and Chicago Heights but from Riverdale, Lansing, 
Dolton, South Holland, and even Blue Island and Chicago. In- 
diana members were driving to church from as far away as East 
Chicago, Whiting, Gary, Highland, Griffith, Schererville, Dyer, 
Crown Point, and St. Johns. Some members, however, were 
beginning to attend other churches being organized in the 
newer neighborhoods. 

Families like the Harry Yorks, the Ernest Welshs, and the 
Aaron Nelsons sought to act on their dream of a new ULCA 
church. Aaron Nelson, after consultation with Synod President 
Dr. Walter W. Wick, enlisted a group in the early spring of 1959 
to survey about 2,500 homes. With the need for a new church 
substantiated by what Mrs. Marion York characterized as a 
well-organized blitz, plans moved rapidly ahead. In October 
1959, a parsonage was purchased. The Reverend Harold E. 
Koch, called by the American Board of Missions, began his 
work November 1. December 13, their first services were held in 
the gymnasium of the Highland Christian Reformed Church. 

Formal organization of Gloria Dei took place April 10, 1960, 
with a charter membership of 197, 115 of whom were confirmed. 
August 14, Reverend Koch was formally installed. By the year’s 
end, membership was 234. January 3, 1961, saw seventy-eight 
pupils and teachers begin a church school. In the early months, 
the adult Sunday School class, congregational meetings, and 
Council meeting took place in the parsonage basement. In Oc- 
tober 1961, on a four and one-third acre site at Ridge and Or- 
chard Roads, construction of the church’s first unit began on 
land cleared and graded by volunteer labor. Ground was bro- 
ken in 1968 for a sanctuary which was dedicated on February 9, 
1969. By the end of the church’s first decade, membership 
stood at over 800. 

It was initially feared that Gloria Dei would cause a serious 
drain on First United. It is indeed no small task to contribute 
the talents of ninety-five baptized and forty-seven confirmed 
members from some twenty families to a mission congregation 
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while building one’s own church. Indeed the mission cost First 
United people like Muriel Nelson, who as choir director had in- 
troduced so much music to the church. It also cost the services 
of Janet (Myer) and Al Dorschel, both of whom had grown up at 
First United. He as a matter of fact would be simultaneously 
Secretary of the Council of First United and Financial Secretary 
of Gloria Dei. First United planned a service of ‘“Godspeed’”’ 
dismissing the new members enmasse for the spring of 1960 and 
found that by the end of the year the old congregation had only 
had a loss of thirty-seven baptized members. 

Paster Driscoll and many others found the departure of the 
Gloria Dei founders personally a rather sad time. He was con- 
soled by something that Crawford Beatty pointed out. Some 
people dissatisfied with St. Paul’s Church uptown started Trini- 
ty; some people dissatisfied with Trinity started First United; 
then some of First United’s people wanted a church nearer their 
homes and formed Highland Church. ‘‘And the interesting thing 
is that all four churches are still flourishing and filling a need.” 

Indeed First Church in a way has been involved in two 
historical trends associated with Lutheran churches. Through- 
out the first few hundred years of America’s and even Indiana’s 
history there were many divisions among Lutherans on account 
of national origins and because of controversies over how 
American to become, over how much to cooperate with other 
churches, over Synodical priorities, or even over theological 
issues. At one time in America there were sixty-six independent 
Lutheran organizations. Many of the other Calumet area Lu- 
theran churches were formed through departures from older 
congregations. More recently there has been a trend toward 
Synodical mergers and in the development of umbrella 
organizations wherein Lutherans of various Synods can work 
together toward common goals. This can be seen in the ac- 
tivities and associations of First Church’s Pastors, in the coop- 
erative efforts of the church’s evangelistic and social minis- 
tries, and in the wide-ranging cooperation found in some of the 
training programs First Church has participated in. Pastor 
Swasko recently called the building of First United the creation 
of a “cathedral church” to Lutheranism in Northwest Indiana. 
He also noted many other Lutheran churches which have coop- 
erated with First United on various projects. 

On May 13, 1962, the Annual Convention of the Indiana 
Synod met at First United of Hammond for the first time. It was 
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a historical event both for the church and for the Synod for it 
was at that meeting that plans were made for the formation of 
the Indiana-Kentucky Synod. The meetings were not only to 
prepare for the merger with the Kentucky portion of the 
Kentucky-Tennessee Synod of ULCA but also to prepare for the 
imminent national merger of the Augustana Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
America, the United Lutheran Church in America, and the 
American Evangelical Lutheran Church. The new organization, 
known as the Lutheran Church in America, was formally ap- 
proved and completed that June 29. September 17 the Indiana- 
Kentucky Synod of the LCA was formally constituted in In- 
dianapolis. Operations for the new Synod officially began 
January 1, 1963. First United adopted the constitution for con- 
gregations of the Lutheran Church in America at the annual 
congregational meeting January 15, 1964. 

Pastor Driscoll, looking forward to the new year of 1962 with 
great enthusiasm, had been encouraging members of the 
church to follow St. Paul’s advice ‘‘forgetting those things 
which are behind” and to thank God for the gift of a brand new 
365 days ‘‘in which to improve our stewardship of His wondrous 
gifts.” He asked that, ‘‘We enter the new year with optimism, 
not the superficial kind, but the kind born of faith in Christ and 
the incomparable power of the Holy Spirit.” 

The organizations which had had such a key role in the for- 
mation of the congregation had varying fortunes. The | Do Club 
continued to be active in the early and middle ‘50s. Mention of 
the club in the annual reports simply ceases thereafter. 
Likewise the Men’s Club, very active in the early ‘50s under the 
leadership of men like F. M. Richardson, Aaron Nelson, and Ed- 
win Shors, tailed off in the decade. For a time only the bowling 
team (which has continued to bowl Fridays in the Church Bowl- 
ing League in Munster since 1952) remained until the Men’s 
Club was revived in 1961 under the leadership of A. R. Edwards. 
Perhaps it should be remembered that such groups, important 
and treasured as they might be, were not intended to be eter- 
nal, even if they contribute to a cause that is. 

Other organizations faired better. The Senior Luther League 
(not to mention an intermediate Luther League) had a full 
schedule of beach parties, bike hikes, ice cream socials, bowl- 
ing, skating, and caroling parties, paper drives, progressive din- 
ners, rallies, biweekly meetings, and special projects such as 
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Camp, Summer School, Youth Choir, and a proposed Drama 
Club. They were also active in sending delegates to area, state 
and even national conventions. Such activity also included 
leadership roles. For instance, in 1954 Aldora Graf was editor of 
the district paper, The Nod Wod. The same year Phyllis Beatty 
was President of the State Luther League; Pastor Driscoll, State 
Pastoral Advisor and Miss Graf (again), State Publications 
Chairman. 


1962 Christmas Program 


The average Sunday School attendance throughout the 
Driscoll decade bounced back and forth between 173 and 214. 
As many as twenty-four teachers were registered for yearly 
training sessions. The calendar included Christmas Programs, 
recognition dinners, the UNICEF Halloween Party, the two 
week Vacation Bible School, Parent-Teacher meetings, and 
monthly staff meetings. Mrs. H. J. Schleper also organized a 
Home Department. In addition to being self-supporting, the 
Sunday School contributed to the church orchestra, a basket- 
ball team, the building and benevolence funds, a Parish in 
British Guiana, the Luther League trips to national and state 
conventions, and the annual Thanksgiving baskets. Superinten- 
dent H. W. Skov observed in the peak year of 1957 that the staff 
of forty, which served the average attendance of 214, was 
strongly supported by the Pastor who was, “‘active in every 
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phase of our activities, serving as a teacher, advisor, organizer, 
recruiter, and administrator as the need arises.” 

The choir program, although beset by the usual rehearsal 
problems, also grew. The Senior Choir or Chancel Choir was 
joined by the Junior or Matins Choir for sixth, seventh, and 
eighth graders. At one time Mrs. Nelson, in addition to directing 
the previously mentioned choirs, also added a Children’s Choir 
to her schedule. 

In the summer of 1963 Pastor Driscoll was approached by II- 
linois Synod President, Dr. Robert Marshall (later to be elected 
LCA President), about a vacant church in the rapidly growing 
Chicago suburb of Lombard, twenty miles west of the Loop. It 
was a Situation very reminiscent of the circumstances ten years 
before in Hammond. Holy Trinity in Lombard was also a first 
unit church in the process of building, raising funds, and mak- 
ing plans. After a nine year ministry there, he accepted a call as 
a visitation pastor in Rockford until his retirement in 1975. 

With their children married and scattered around the coun- 
try, the Driscolls chose a retirement home on Indiana Lake in 
Ohio. In a manner characteristic for a pastor who in Hammond 
would give thanks for an accomplishment and then warn his 
flock to beware of complacency, the Driscolls became 
members of the Galilee Lutheran Church, another mission 
church with its first unit. He wrote of Sarah’s health, a fall in 
Rockford, and surgery which was only partially successful. On 
the other hand, he also mentioned that last September he had a 
heart catheterization, a valve transplant, and one bypass. The 
operations helped deal with a heart leakage which had been a 
lifelong limitation and responsible for the ‘“mono” which had 
plagued him for three years at Hammond. ‘‘| am now thanking 
God daily that medical science has advanced to the place 
where something could be done and that my life expectancy 
has been extended.” 

Remembering that they had celebrated their twenty-fifth 
wedding anniversary in Hammond and their forty-fifth this last 
January 7, the Driscolls offered the following sentiments to 
First United: 

We naturally have many fond memories of our years in 

Hammond. On your fortieth birthday we are thankful to 

God to know that we were honored to be the pastor and the 

parsonage family for a fourth of that time. We wish you 

many more years of faithfulness in the proclamation of the 
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Gospel and in the administration of the sacraments and in 
your united witness for Christ in Hammond and through the 
Synod. 

September 22, 1963, Pastor Driscoll terminated his ministry 
at First United. The Reverend Lloyd Refsell of the Chicago 
Lutheran Theological Seminary served as supply pastor until 
the arrival of the Reverend Herman G. Fisher, Jr., who had 
previously served at Christ Lutheran Church in Jeffersontown, 
Kentucky. He began serving January 5, 1964, and was officially 
installed in a service on February 2, 1964, officiated by Indiana- 
Kentucky Synod President, Dr. Walter M. Wick and Reverend 


Dr. Walter Wick, President of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod and Pastor Fisher. 


Herman G. Fisher, Sr. Pastor Fisher, who had had an impressive 
collegiate record, considerable experience in the areas of 
social ministry, Christian education, and worship, was pastor 
during the triumphant Twenty-fifth Anniversary Celebration 
and then resigned on November 1, 1964. 


50 


The Twenty-fifth Anniversary proceedings, which took place 
April 9 to April 13, 1964, featured Dr. Grady Davis, Dr. Paul 
Renz, and Reverend Edward Driscoll at various services. The 
banquet speaker was Dr. Roland Matthies. Church historian 
John Huck observed: 

In celebrating this our twenty-fifth year anniversary, our 

congregation, with all humility, is indeed thankful to our 

Lord and Savior for having endowed us with the Spirit of 

Faith and the fullest Blessings in the stewardship of His 

gifts. He has extended to us His merciful protection in this 

troubled world. It is our fervent prayer that He will continue 
to give strength, wisdom, and courage to our pastor and 
congregation; so that we may all prove good and faithful 
stewards to the Glory of His Holy Name and beacons, 
aflame with the Spirit of Christ, to all those still in darkness. 


Mr. Al Edwards, Mr. Art Vierk and Pastor Herman G. Fisher. 


The departure of Pastor Fisher was a startling experience. It 
threw the members of the church on their own spiritual 
resources. As Pastor Swasko would later observe, ‘‘In many 
respects our problems are our opportunities.” The Congrega- 
tion at 6705 Hohman “continued to continue.’”” There would be 
a renewed effort at collecting gifts for the church and in refur- 
bishing and replacing the physical equipment of the church 
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Front Row: Mrs. Herman Fisher. Back Row: Mr. Joel White, Mrs. Sophie White, 
Mrs. Mabel Hylen, Miss Mary Ann Renz, and Miss Shirley Rahn. 


over the next few years. Thousands of dollars and hundreds of 
man hours would be donated yearly. A committee was also 
formed to establish priorities on what the church staff should 
consist of. Their conclusions opened the way for the employ- 
ment of two choir directors, along with the secretary, sexton, 
and pastor. Mr. Joseph Busovsky, who would later be cited by 
Pastor Swasko for his able leadership down uncharted paths, 
opened the Annual Report for 1964 with the observation that: 


This year of the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of our congrega- 
tion has held pride, despair, accomplishment, failure — the 
entire gamut of emotions possible in a human being or a 
church. But the most important aspect has been our increas- 
ing faith in God and our determination to follow His Will in 
all things. 


The Pulpit Committee, in the winter of 1964-1965, worked 
rapidly with Dr. Wick, visited an average of more than a can- 
didate a week, even giving a rejected candidate another chance 
— again dropping him from consideration. The Reverend 
Albert R. Swasko of First Church, Richmond, Indiana, was called 
February 21, 1965. Subsequently he accepted and was officially 
installed May 2, 1965, with Dr. Wick again presiding. 
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Pastor Albert R. Swasko 


Pastor Swasko, then and in retrospect, saw his role as a con- 
ciliator and healer. After his first year he wrote, ‘If we fix our 
eyes on Christ and enter freely into His service and that of our 
church, He will purge, heal, and unite us that ours may be a 
more perfect congregation.” Secular politicians should have 
such resources! 

The first year pastor suggested that the congregation set 
several goals. Firstly, he called for spiritual renewal through a 
stronger investigation of the Word and participation in worship 
which should lead to an ever more distinctive Christian 
lifestyle. Secondly, he suggested that the organizational life of 
the church be reviewed and rededicated. Thirdly, the members 
of the assembly should apply themselves to the dual thrusts of 
fellowship and evangelism. 
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At the end of his ministry, Pastor Swasko looked back and 
saw the years of his and his wife Helen’s ministry as years of 
consolidation and stability. Nevertheless these things and the 
goals outlined in his first Pastor’s Report which he continued to 
recommend and pursue throughout his tenure required a great 
expenditure of energy. In the first eight months of his ministry, 
the new pastor made more calls on friends and members of the 
congregation than any of his predecessors had recorded for a 
year. In 1971 the ‘’Pastor’s Report,” in addition to listing con- 
siderable Synodical, community, and organizational participa- 
tion, recorded 726 calls made, 414 counseling and conference 
sessions, 288 committee meetings, 91 prayer meetings, 85 con- 
firmation classes, 34 baptisms and 195 services, communions, 
weddings and funerals in addition to administrative and super- 
visory responsibilities concerning bulletins, newsletters, special 
mailings, and the other parish programs. 

Efforts at service and worship were renewed and redoubled. 
Mrs. Marian Lankford was Altar Guild Chairman when she 
observed how in Ephesians 4: 11-16 “we are told that everyone 
in the church has a purpose for being there and a job to do.” In 
1967, Mrs. Judith Maier, the Parish Worker that year noted the 
formation of the Young Adults, ages 18-30, which had ‘“‘become 
a wonderful helping crew.” According to first Chairman David 
Reeves, the group, organized that September, met for monthly 
discussions on religious and secular subjects and had delivered 
flowers and caroled to shut-ins. Among their other activities in 
the next few years would be participation in the last of the 
adult Sunday School classes, the staging of chancel dramas, 
helping with the youth groups Chi Rho and the Senior Hiers, 
sponsoring a hayride for a group of mentally retarded youth, 
production of what became an annual Arts Festival, help with 
events like a Thanksgiving dinner and a Shrove Tuesday Pan- 
cake Supper, the serving of refreshments between services, and 
decoration of the church for Christmas. In addition to their own 
social activities, they were known to make collections for a 
needy children’s program and sponsor a child in Hong Kong. 

The year before the Young Adults Group was founded, the 
Senior Friendship Club was organized in response to the in- 
creasing opportunities and need for an expanded ministry 
among the older members of the church. The group, under the 
early presidency of Al Edwards, remembered as a founder and 
prime mover, grew rapidly. Attendance at the meetings, the 
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third Tuesday of each month in the early afternoons, averaged 
thirty by the end of their first year and forty-five in 1975, nine 
years later. It has a current membership of fifty. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Wolf, for several years Secretary-Treasurer of 
the group, posted the announcement, ‘If you are sixty or over, 
join us. We have no money but real fellowship,” a theme 
reminiscent of other groups when they were just beginning. The 
meetings which consist of devotions, a short business session, 
some singing, and a social hour of games, have allowed the 
congregation’s senior citizens a special chance to keep track of 
one another. As the group has grown, they have expanded their 
activities, sending cards to members who are ill, holding 
potluck dinners, and raising donations for causes like the 
Mulberry Home, Mental Health Association, World Hunger Ap- 
peal, Salvation Army, and Church Memorial Fund. The 
possibilities for service have continued to grow and the group 
has grown with them. 

Evangelism continued to be a pastoral concern. An Evan- 
gelism Committee was formed. Chairpersons like Nancy Vierk, 
Garth Aronson, and Ernest Welsh noted that they had much 
more to do than count attendance cards. Training sessions, 
surveys, letter-writing, the provision of literature, participation 
in Key 73, the Hammond Billy Graham Crusade, and the distri- 
bution of 400 Today’s English New Testaments to the parish in 
1972. While the number of calls, such as the 1,096 made in 1969 
were done largely by the Pastor and the Vicars or later by the 
Pastor and Visitation Pastor A. R. Swasko, many calls were also 
made by the Committee upon pastoral request. The Stephen 
Series Layman Training Program also offers potential. 

As expanded outreach was sought, so too expanded care for 
those within the church was pursued through groups like those 
already mentioned and through new efforts like the Undershep- 
herd Program. While the program of assigning undershepherds 
within the congregation to care for a specific segment of the 
body has had varying results, it has been regarded as having 
great promise. 

The choirs have been blessed with many talented directors 
and singers. For instance, in 1965 there had been a proliferation 
of choirs. That year there was a Chapel Choir, Chancel Choir, a 
Children’s Choir (ages eight to twelve), and a Cherub Choir (ages 
four to seven). At other times mention is made of a Young 
Adults Choir and a Men’s Choir. At the same time Vicar David 
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Stephey and Mrs. Willard Jonas were working on a liturgical 
choir made up of catechumens. Some of these choirs have 
tended to come and go. Efforts have also been made, as in the 
1967 purchase of a Rogers electric organ and the 1976 gift of a 
cable console piano in memory of Mr. and Mrs. James F. J acob- 
son, given by Mr. and Mrs. Frederick (Helena Jacobson) Pur- 
baugh and Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Jacobson, to provide the 
best in equipment. Many new forms of liturgy and hymnody 
have been experimented with over the years in an attempt to 
keep in touch with both contemporary currents in music and 
the church’s own rich heritage. One way these goals have been 
promoted has been to seek choir directors or more recently 
Music Directors from among the area’s music schools. Witness 
the cases of Miss Jill Molman, Mrs. Gwen Sladek, Mr. Jeffery 
Jemison, Mr. Wynn Bonner, Dr. Nicolas Shumway, and most 
recently Mr. Kim Bostick. 
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Dr. Nick Shumway, choir director and organist, 1977-78. 


While all of the choir directors have had insights or per- 
sonalities especially memorable about them, perhaps no 
memory is any more deeply ingrained than that of John 
McNeill, who had lovingly directed Handel’s Messiah in chur- 
ches for thirty years. He had been First United’s choir director 
for two years when on Christmas Eve, 1961, after directing the 7 
o’clock Christmas Program at the church, he went home to rest 
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Choir - Front Row: Helen Swasko, Doris Maurer, Janet Tucker, Marietta Hesse, 
Donna Maurer, Betty Sterk, Karen Aronson, Carol Dell, and Sue Dell. 
Back Row: Bill Dell, Warren Black, Dr. Nick Shumway, Dolly Lindstrom, John Siukola, 
LaVerne Hesse, Kim Bostick (new director), and Jim Severa. 


before returning to direct the choir in the Midnight Service. 
Shortly before eleven o’clock he died in his sleep. As one choir 
member said, “This Christmas midnight he sang with the 
angels.” 

It is during the last pastorate that mention of the activities of 
a Christian Education Committee began. Charged with oversee- 
ing the Sunday School, Leadership Education, the Vacation 
Church School, long range planning, Christian Family Educa- 
tion, and catechism instruction, the Committees have under- 
taken a wide range of activities. Bible studies, library main- 
tenance, camp promotion, speaker series in the Inter-Lutheran 
Forums, and several opportunities for training sessions, often 
cooperating with other neighboring Lutheran churches, in areas 
such as leadership, Bible and doctrine teaching, camp work, 
and planning number among their projects. 

A major concern of the Christian Education Committee was 
the Sunday School. They have provided a considerable number 
of teaching courses in an effort to train and supply teachers. 
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Teacher turnover has been a continuing theme in Annual 
Reports. From an average attendance of 216, when a dual Sun- 
day School session had to be started during the two services in 
1964, numbers have constantly slipped over the years. It is a 
problem shared by many, even most churches, some of whom 
have seen their Sunday Schools completely disband. 

Continuing efforts have been made to update curriculum 
and to have more innovative programs. Materials have been 
delivered to shut-ins. Teacher training has been necessary not 
only to encourage oldtimers but to replace a turnover which 
some years reached fifty per cent. Staggered meeting times 
were also experimented with. The Sunday School also has par- 
ticipated in Sunday Worship and many service projects such as 
the provision of food baskets, collections for UNICEF, and sup- 
port of orphans through the Christian Children’s Fund. 

Other youth and children’s activities have increased in 
number. Response to them has been variable. The Vacation 
Church School has also experienced declining numbers. In 1969 
a joint Vacation Church School was held with Christ Lutheran 
Church. In 1976 the traditional two week program had to be 
shortened to one week because of schedule problems. 

In 1972, Mrs. Thelma Whitehead became the Director of 
Youth, teaching the post Confirmans, Sr-Hiers, on Sunday morn- 
ing and meeting with them each Thursday evening. The group 
elected their own officers each year when at Luther Hills. They 
raised money and took the new Confirmans to Lutherwald each 
May. Their goal - Searching themselves and helping each other. 

Participation in the Youth Choirs, Acolyte Guilds, the Senior 
High Group, a new Post High School Group, and the Chi Rhos 
(for confirmands) has fluctuated a great deal, seeming to de- 
pend upon the young people in any particular year. In 1971, 
among the constitutional revisions recommended by the 
Church Council was a lowering of the voting age in all but legal 
matters. The church also employed Parish Workers such as Mrs. 
Judith Maier and Vicars such as Vicar Maier, David Furuness, 
and Thomas Swasko. Yet even young seminarians who had 
grown up within the congregation would report their optimism 
and hopes for the young people and then would go on to ex- 
press some frustration of their own in trying to motivate the 
younger members of the church. 

Although the active membership of the Lutheran Church 
Women shrunk some in recent years, largely because of in- 
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creasing numbers of wives have sought paid employment, they 
still are a spark plug of the church. Members continue to cite 
Bible studies and the chance to work together as deeply fulfill- 
ing. They continue to participate in a full schedule of meetings, 
activities with other women’s groups, and to serve as greeters, 
maintainers of the church kitchen, and ministers to shut-ins and 
senior citizens. 

The Christian service activities of the women and the 
church's Social Ministry Committee include an amazing array of 
tasks. The Quilt Workshop one year produced eighty-six quilts 
and blankets sent to Lutheran World Relief. Another year saw 
eighty-five quilts produced. Those figures do not include the 
many layettes, pajamas, hospital gowns, and cancer pads also 
produced yearly for worthy causes. In addition to continuing 
their involvement in almost all of the activities previously men- 
tioned in earlier years, they have also provided tutors for the 
Calumet Literary Council, helped with a migrant work, and sup- 
ported Hammond's Meals-on-Wheels Project. 


James Soderquist, Vice President of the Council. 


Over the past few years the church’s Social Ministry Commit- 
tee’s interests echo the social history of our country. They have 
concerned themselves with the previously mentioned Under- 
shepherd Programs, efforts to promote racial understanding, 
gifts to the Mental Health Association, to Bangladesh Relief, 
and to the migrant ministry. They have cooperated with a Pur- 
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Crawford Beatty, charter member and longtime council member. 


due Student Book Collection for mental and penal institutions. 
They have taken an important role in the formation of the 
Lutheran Family Services of Northwest Indiana, Inc., and the 
Lutheran Home of Northwest Indiana. They have also con- 
tributed to many of the charities which concerned the LCW. 
Additionally they have provided the church with literature and 
seminars on social and ethical issues, transported members to 


Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Stone 
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Mr. Jack Cannon, Mrs. Helen Cannon, and Mr. Everett King 


church, sent flowers to shut-ins, helped set up a ‘Stores to 
Share” Pantry in cooperation with other churches to help the 
needy, offered support for the 1975 Hunger Appeal Program 
(sparked by the church’s youth), and recently helped resettle a 
Vietnamese family. 

As First United Evangelical Lutheran Church celebrates its 
Fortieth Anniversary, as Pastor Swasko retires, and as the 
church welcomes the Reverend Charles Hoemig, there is much 
to be thankful for. There is a fine past to build upon. This year 
all debts have been liquidated and handsome gifts sent to the 
Lutheran Family Services, Lutheran Homes, and the Lutheran 
Church in America’s ‘Strength for Mission’’ Campaign. Three 
sons of the church, David Furuness, Thomas Swasko, and 
Daniel Hoehn, have entered the Lutheran ministry. Pastor 
Swasko reports, ““At the moment our membership is blessed 
with harmony and unity.” At a time when so much of the coun- 
try and world is spiritually starving and socially disintegrating, 
First United has been given much and has much to give. 
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Afterword 


It has been a unique and special honor to be able to view and 
share in the remembrance of many fascinating lives. Grateful 
thanks to all those who wrote memoirs and personally com- 
municated their experiences. Hopefully this project is a beginn- 
ing. It will be quickly realized that especially the last chapter of 
this booklet just scratches the surface of what could be said. 
All documents, a bibliography, and a footnoted copy of this ef- 
fort will be left in the care of the History Committee for use by 
those in the future who will surely wish to elaborate upon and 
expand the story of First United. 

May First United’s second forty years prosper even more 
than the first four decades. 

Our Fortieth Anniversary - 1939-1979. 
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Appendix 


Reproduced from the Annual Report for 1971 
Report of Memorials Chairman 


At the time our congregation was, by the Grace of God, organized in April 
1939, there were no available reserve funds and on account of which cur- 
rent salaries, rents, and incidental expenses were required to be taken care 
of by member contributions, as well as various activities sponsored by aux- 
iliaries and also assistance from the Synodical Board of Missions. 

Visualizing the necessity of eventually securing a building site as well as 
erecting a house of worship, it was resolved to immediately establish a 
building fund campaign. Knowing that to meet the required goal it would 
require great sacrifice on the part of our members, there was also devised 
various activities for the purpose of increasing our finances, one of which 
was the giving of “Living Memorials.” 

This latter method of establishing “Living Memorials” (instead of floral 
pieces and other perishable or soon forgotten items) in memory of members 
or friends passing to their eternal reward, also in event of illness, marriages, 
anniversaries or other memorable occasions was well received and greatly 
encouraged as a means to further the progress of our church. 

In order that we may be acquainted to what extent these ‘Living 
Memorials” have contributed to the enhancement of our worship service to 
the Glory of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, there is shown below some 
of the new equipment and other essential items the cost of which was 
assumed by those whose names are shown as perpetuating the Memorial. 
The majority of these having been provided at the time of the construction 
of the “Nave” of our church and which was dedicated May 15, 1960. 


Article Memorialized 
Altar Cross 


Altar Dossal Curtain 

Pulpit 

Baptismal Font 

“St. John” Narthex Screen Window 
“St. Mark’”’ Narthex Screen Window 


“St. Matthew” Narthex Screen 
Window 


“St. Luke” Narthex Screen Window 
Altar Communion Rail 
Front Door Transom Window 


Narthex Lantern Light 
Narthex “Drumm” Light 


Perpetuated By 


Dr. and Mrs. Hachenberg 
(Parents of Mrs. Paul Renz) 


Miss Ethel Ebright 

Mr. and Mrs. Karl Hilty 
Mr. and Mrs. B. E. Krueger 
Miss Lillian Daggert 


Mrs. Caroline Gosch & 
Sunday School 


Mrs. Charlotte Gensheimer 


Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Adams 
Synder-LaHayne Funeral Home 


Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Kosanke and 
son, Richard 


Mr. and Mrs. John Kuric 
Mr. and Mrs. Homer Reeves 
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Narthex “Drumm” Light 
One Chancel Art Glass Window 


One Double Nave Art Glass 
Window 


One Double Nave Art Glass 
Window 


One Double Nave Art Glass 
Window 


One Single Nave Art Glass Window 


One Double Nave Art Glass 
Window 


One Double Nave Art Glass 
Window 


Contributions to Art Glass Window 
Fund 


Six Offering Collection Plates 


One Church Pew 

One Church Pew 

One Italian Brocatele Marble Altar 
Two - 3 Tiered Brass Candlelabras 
One Hearing Aid Assembly 


Memorial Book Display Cabinet 


One Typewriter, Power Lawn Mower 
and Power Lawn Edger 


One Outside Lantern Light 
One Chancel Lectern 


David Reeves 
Dave, Walter, and Dwain Brumm 


Roland C. Matthies and 
Mrs. Gertrude (Matthies) Peyton 


Mr. and Mrs. Louis Getschow 


Miss Shirley Rahn and 
Mr. and Mrs. James Woodburn 


Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Laesecke 
Lutheran Church Women 


Mr. and Mrs. Allen Amick 


and Mrs 
and Mrs 
and Mrs 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


. Chris Erchinger 
. Val DeParis 

. Roger Gigstead 
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Zoellner 
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Furuness 

Mrs. Martha Wilke 

Mrs. Hannah Augustian 

Mrs. Arthur Langenhan 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Lambert 
Mrs. Frieda Krueger 

Allan Witte 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Rigg 

Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Dorschel 

Mrs. Ann Strattman 


Beth Ann, Carl and Paul Vierk 
(Children of Mr. and Mrs. Harold 
Vierk) 


Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Pechtel 
Mrs. Hazel Noonan 

Mrs. Frieda Krueger 

Miss Doris Jensen 


Mrs. Ellen Housley 
Mr. Frank Wallin 

Mr. Magnus Wallin 
Mrs. John Anderson 
Mrs. Hulda Starcevich 
Mrs 


Mrs 


. Frieda Krueger 
. Ellen Housley 


Mr. and Mrs. B. O. Burt 
Mrs. Ellen Housley 
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One Candle Snuffer 
One Ladies Lounge Mirror 
One Chancel Eternal Light 


Admiral Stereo Record Player 


One Rose Window Light and 
Automatic Timer 


One Remembrance Memorial Book 


One Communion Tray, Base and 
Cover, also Two Flower Floor Vases 


Two Sets of Altar Candle Holders 


One Clock, One Altar Cerecloth 
and One Altar Fair Linen 


One Set Altar Paraments 
One Altar Service Book 
One Altar Missal Stand 

One Set Altar Appointments 


One Advent Wreath 


To Church Building Fund 


Chairs for Pastor’s Study 


Ten Folding Tables 
Five Folding Tables 


Mrs. Harold Benash 

Mr. and Mrs. B. E. Krueger 
Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Vierk 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Vierk 
Mrs. Hannah Augustian 
Miss Lillian Daggert 


Relatives and Friends of 
Howard Herman 


Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Hylen 


Mr. and Mrs. P. D. Lovgren 
Mrs. Frieda Krueger 
Mrs. John Huck 
Mrs. Elizabeth Stier 
David Furuness 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Swanson 
Mrs. John Androff and 
son, Breckenridge 


Mr. and Mrs. Ernest J. Welsh 
Douglas Welsh 

Michael Welsh 

Mr. and Mrs. Quinn Benson 
Mr. and Mrs. L. C. Beatty and 
Daughter and Son-in-law 
Mrs. John W. Peters 

John S. Peters 

Mary P. O’Brien 

Helen P. Ludvegson 

Mrs. A. W. Kosanke 


Mr. and Mrs. Luther Bloomberg 


It also may be stated that in addition to the above, memorial designated 
for both the current and building funds of the church have in the past 32 
years approximated $16,000.00 and which having greatly assisted in the 
preaching of the Gospel in all its truth, is to the Glory of God recorded in 
the ‘Remembrance Book,” placed for viewing in the Narthex of the Church. 

We are sincerely thankful to our Heavenly Father for this wonderful 
benevolence and pray for His continued Blessings in this endeavor. 


Respectfully submitted, 
John J. Huck, Memorials Chairman 
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Emma Andree 
A. F. Andree 
Ruth Andree 
Jean Andree 
Betty Andree 
Emily Andree 
Ernest Andree 


Mrs. William Bardens 


Virginia Beatty 
Crawford Beatty 
Frona Brinckmann 
Carl Brinckmann 
Gustav Brumm 
Marie Brumm 
Elmer Brumm 
LaVelta Brumm 
Grace Brumm 
Willis Brumm 
Fannie Brumm 
Gilbert Brumm 
Dwain Brumm 
Dave Brumm 
Walter Brumm 
Harriet Brumm 
Lauretta Cline 
Lorna Carroll 
Harry Carroll 

Al Dorschel 
Raymond Dorschel 
Carroll Dorschel 
W. E. Dorschel 
Clara Dorschel 

W. E. Dorschel, Sr. 
Glen Ebright 

Elsa Ebright 


April 9, 1939 


H. Fiegenschuh 


Maurine Fiegenschuh 
Madeline Fiegenschuh 


Clara Fischer 
Irene Foss 
Carolyn Gosch 
M. G. Gosch 
Don Gosch 

Tony Guenther 
Martha Guenther 
Faye Hilty 

Karl Ed Hilty 
Andrew Hoffman 
Clara Hoffman 
John B. Huck 
Lillian Huck 
Lucille Huck 
John J. Huck 
Mathilda Huck 
Harry Hylen 
Mabel Hylen 
James Jacobson 
Hilda Jacobson 
Helena Jacobson 
Charles Jacobson 
Hans A. Johnson 
Anna Johnson 
Minnie Johnson 
Samuel Johnson 
Hulda Kinsey 
Clarendon Kinsey 
Helen F. Koch 
Fran Littman 

Bill Littman 

Fred Lortz 
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First United Charter Membership 


Charlotte Lortz 

P. D. Lovgren 
Anna Lovgren 
Edward Mallender 
Flora Mallender 
Anna Matthies 
Roland Matthies 
Maxine Matthies 
Eileen Merz 
Milroy Miller 
Louise Miller 

L. E. Payne 

Anna Payne 
Gertrude Peyton 
Carolyn Rea 
Emmett Ryan 
Gertrude Ryan 
Elsie Schneider 
Hannah Schultz 
Clarence Swanson 
Nelda Swanson 
Fred Troppman 
Erma Troppman 
Clarence Troppman 
Arthur Vierk 
Margaret Vierk 

G. J. Wolf 
Elizabeth Wolf 

G. Homer Wolf 
Wallace Wolf 
Warren Wolf 
Jane Elizabeth Wolf 
Walter Wittig 
Dorothea Wittig 


Vice Presidents of the Congregation 


NAME YEAR(S) SERVED 
W.E.Dorschel, Sr....................., 1939 

H.A.Hylen ............ 0... 0000000.. 1940, 1949 
E.L.Mallender ...................... 1941 

Ay. FA RAR wn en cee ce dane eianeunuvns 1942-1943, 1946-1948, 1950-1952 
A, G. CANON. occ ccevewsenrecevsastanas 1944-1945 

es 1953-1954, 1971-1974 
H.Herman......................005. 1955 (died in 1955) 
D.E.Bopp ..................00 0-00. 1955-1957 (moved in 1957) 
B.O. Keeler ...................0.2.... 1957-1958 —1962 

a. 1963 

}. BMSOVSRY 2g cc eres neadremeanedanews 1964-1965 
D.Appenbrink....................... 1966 (moved in July) 

J). Soderquist ............ 000000002... July 1966-1968, 1975-1978 
oS | a ee ae re rer 1969-1970 


Sunday School Superintendents 


NAME YEARS SERVED 
PAY, (AVVO LOWGION «occa cae ce var eeaeneewewserievs 1939-1940 
Mir. Feary G. Cartoll . 04 ccas cues scweouemsanvuns 1941-1942, 1945-1947 
Mr. Crawford Beatty ........................... 1943-1945 
Mir, Dawid BOO s. 26: cvcacenvavwenvausewrte rer 1948-1954 
Mrs. F.M.Richardson ..................222.0050. 1955-1956 
Mr. Howard Skov ................ 0.0000 eee eee 1957-1959 
Mr. Gordon Stone............00 000000020 eee. 1960-1962 
hr, James Soderquist.. oo... cassis sesenvarnacvuce 1963-1965 
Mr. Walter Golgart... 0.0.0.0. eee 1965-1968 
Mrs. Elsie Bowater ............... 0.000000 00005. 1968-1977 
Mrs. Janet Tucker /Mrs. HelenLawson ............ 1978- 
Co-Superintendents 


Music Directors 


NAME YEAR 

See organists and choir director ................... Prior to 1972 
Mrs. Gwen Sladek..................... 000000005. 8-6-72 to 5-26-74 
a 8-18-74 to 9-28-75 
Rat, WWII GOMGOT 6 6 seek cba Fckwew psn eewsy zerneads 10-5-75 to 2-6-77 
Dr. Nicholas Shumway.....................-200.. 2-13-77 to 6-4-78 
eS ee 6-11-78 to — 


Choir Directors 


NAME YEAR 

Mis. Elsa Ebright...........c0s0000nsweenvsweumarn 1939 to ? 

Mirs. Mary Anita Renz... ... 2.6.62 cee cee eee aween 

Mrs. Aaron (Muriel) Nelson ....................... 5-1-49 to 1-6-52 
No choir director listed ........0....0... 00000002. 1-6-52 to 10-5-52 
Mrs. Aaron (Muriel) Nelson ...................0.... 9-5-54 to 5-29-55 
wr. Robert Ripe. <6. in soe id vines es bee eke ES ees 1-8-56 to 12-30-56 
Mrs. Edith Lieuwen.......................022..0.. 1-27-57 to 6-14-59 


Mr. John McNeill ................2...0...00-000. 11-15-59 to 12-24-61 
Mrs. Jack (Arlene) Blomstrom ..................... 1-24-65 to 4-6-69 
Mrs. Arnold (Evelyn) Bloos ....................... 4-13-69 to 6-29-69 
Mrs. Larry (Janet) Tucker (filled in occasionally)...... 6-69 to 12-69 

Mies ). Molar. ... 64.605 cucenewenananuweeaeanesn 3-26-70 to 7-30-72 
ee ee a ae 11-71 to 8-72 

Mrs. Gwen Sladek. ..............00.. 00020000005. 8-6-72 to 6-2-74 


Temporary people whofilledin ................... 6-2-74 to 8-18-74 
Mr. jetiery JimiSOR . 0... 6 ca een wwe wana ne 8-18-74 to 9-28-75 


Mr, Wynn Bonner .... 66. ceccccesteseweevsavunsen 10-5-75 to 2-6-77 
Dr. Nick Shumway ..................22. 00000005. 2-13-77 to 6-4-78 
WAr, Kim) BOSHGK. £0.05 cee ewe ce ee ueeeeecuaewesmary 6-11-78 to — 


Pianists or Organists 


NAME YEAR 

Mrs. A. H. Rahn and Mr. Karl Hilty ............. 1939-1949 

ee oo ra 5-1-49 to 9-5-53 or 54 
Wars. Aaron WelsOm ... 2. 6c eee renin sa pewen 9-12-54 to 5-29-55 
Mrs. B.R. Schlup and Mrs.G.O. Boone......... 6-5-55 to 8-26-56 
Mrs. A.H. Rahn and Mrs. B.R.Schlup .......... 9-2-56 to 3-10-57 
Nirs. A. A. Rei... oo cc we ene em eens 3-17-57 to 8-24-57 
PS. Fe. 0. BOORG cass cers wrantupereveserewne 9-1-57 to 9-14-58 
Mrs. Aaron Nelson and Mrs.G.O. Boone ....... 9-21-58 to 11-30-58 
Mrs. Geo. Bixby and Mrs. Aaron Nelson......... 12-7-58 to 12-14-58 
Mrs. A. H. Rahn and Mrs. Geo. Bixby ........... 12-21-58 to 12-28-58 
Mrs. Geo Bixby and Mrs. AaronNelson......... 1-4-59 to 6-14-59 
Mrs. Geo. Bixby and Mrs. Charles Brizius ....... 6-21-59 to 6-26-60 
WATS. ROSSI cscs waa nse rcavsesen sus eeeuer 7-3-60 to 7-10-60 
Mrs. Geo. Bixby and Mrs. Ross King............ 7-17-60 to 9-4-60 
Wins. GeO. BINDY 2.0.5 ce skewer ence ennes 9-11-60 to 1-3-65 
Mrs. Robert Chesebro and Mrs. Ross King ....... 1-10-65 to 5-30-65 
Mrs. Ross King ...........0.. 0000020000220 6-6-65 to 8-8-65 
Mrs. William Watson and Mrs. Ross King ....... 8-15-65 to 9-26-65 
PATS, OR CINE: 5c cc as suten te wren revacena yes 10-3-65 to 10-31-71 
Mrs. R. Grogel ck ee eee nn uwsene 11-7-71 to 7-30-72 
See choir directors......................00-. 1972 to present time 


During the period between G. Sladek, Choir Director, 6-2-74 to 8-11-/4, 
there were the following substitute organists: Brian Aranowski, Mrs. Ross 
King, Mrs. Sharon Watson, Jeffery Jimison (as a trial), and Michelle Koval. 
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Rev 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mrs 
Mrs 
Mrs 
Mrs 


Mrs 


Committees for the Building of the Nave 


Building Committee 


Mr. George F. Kuehle, Chairman 
Mrs. George J. Wolf, Secretary 


. Edward D. Driscoll 
George Bixby 
Clarence Bruhn 

B. E. Krueger 

E. Opperud 


Mr. John Peters 

Mr. George Scharlach, Sr. 
Mr. Edwin Shors 

Mr. Melvin Wahlert 


Fund Raising Committee 


Mr. Bert Keeler, General Chairman 
Mr. Frank Rice, Canvass Chairman 
Mr. Harry Hylen, Team Chairman 
Mr. John F. Wilhelm, Special Gifts Chairman 


Division Leaders 


Harry J. Argus 
G. A. Dorschel 
John J. Huck 


Mr. Edwin Shors 
Mr. A. W. Vierk 


Monitorial Committee 


Mr. Kenneth C. Wheeler, Chairman 


L. C. Beatty 
George Bixby 
J. B. Cannon 
R. Dudley 
Karl Hilty 
John J. Huck 
B. E. Krueger 
R. C. Landeck 


Mr. P. D. Lovgren 
Mr. Wm. L. Myers 
Mr. J. Peters 

Mr. E. Shors 

Mr. P. J. Studt 
Mr. A. W. Vierk 
Mr. M. Wahlert 


Furnishings Committee 


Mrs. George J. Wolf, Chairman 


_L. C. Beatty 

. P. D. Lovgren 

. Wm. L. Myers 

. John F. Wilhelm 


Mr. Harry Argus 

Mr. John Cline 

Rev. Edward D. Driscoll 
Mr. August H. Rahn 


Memorials Committee 


Mr. John J. Huck, Chairman 


. Willard Jonas 


Mrs. John Cline 


Dedication Committee 


Mr. Bert Keeler, General Chairman 
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Invitation and Hospitality Committee 


Mr. A. R. Edwards, Chairman 


Mrs. Harry Hylen Mrs. A. W. Vierk 
Mrs. Willard Jonas Mrs. George J. Wolf 
Mrs. P. D. Lovgren Mr. P. D. Lovgren 
Mrs. E. Opperud 
Special Services Committee 
Mr. Edwin R. Nelson, Chairman 
Mrs. L. C. Beatty Mr. David Eiseland 
Mrs. George Bixby Mr. Chris Furuness 
Mrs. C. Erchinger Mr. Karl Hilty 
Mrs. Forrest Hobbs Mr. John J. Huck 
Mrs. Edith Lieuwen Mr. John McNeill 
Mr. Wm. Appenbrink Mr. Gordon Stone 
Mr. Harry Argus Mr. A. W. Vierk 
Mr. Wm. Dell 
Dedication Program Committee 
Mr. A. H. Rahn, Chairman 
Mr. Bert Keeler Mr. James W. Soderquist 


Architects 


T. Norman Mansell, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Bachman and Bertram, Hammond, Indiana 


Contractor 
Roy C. Clark, Inc. 


Legal Advisor 
Mr. J. Wm. Belshaw 
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Mrs. Charles 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Byron Colby 
Roger Colby 


Gloria Dei Charter Members from First United 


and Mrs 
and Mrs 
and Mrs 


Biesen (Carol) 
. Walter Boldt 
. Frank Clark 
. Levi Colby 


William Dorschel III 

Mr. and Mrs. William Dorschel 
Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Dorschel 
Mrs. Michael Evanoff 

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Heichel 
Mrs. Richard B. Humphrey 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


and Mrs. 
and Mrs. 
and Mrs. 
and Mrs. 
and Mrs. 
and Mrs. 
and Mrs. 
and Mrs. 
and Mrs. 


John Kuric 

Glen Mick 

Aaron Nelson 

Don Schaller 

Richard Schaller 

Fred Sell 

Homer Street 

William Walter 

Ernest Welsh and children Jozette Benson, 


Michael, and Douglas 
Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Wilson 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry York and daughter Jane Ellen Meek 
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March 17, 1940 

Arthur Franz Andree 
Martha Dean Ball 
Eleanor August Brumm 
Gustav Gilbert Brumm 
Joan Marie Carrell 
Sterling Forest Johnson 
Elaine Lillian Rea 


March 29, 1942 

Roen Androff 

James Leo Applegarth 
Jane Dorothy Brumm 
Rita Francine Brumm 
Jeanne Phyllis Gensheimer 
Gerald Raymond Kuehle 
Muriel Aileen Mick 
Eleanor Moskoff 

Daniel Charles Scharlach 
Dolores Marie Wittig 


April 2, 1944 

Janet Aileen Applegarth 
Dennis Elmer Brumm 
Virgene Mae Brumm 
Robert Chalmer Cole 
Ralph Christian Erchinger 
Shirley Ann Nelson 


April 14, 1946 

Tore Haugeto 

Marlene Karr 

Charles Quentin Nelson 
Audrey M. Rahn 

John Charles Swenson 


March 21, 1948 
Phyllis Ann Beatty 
Donna Mae Ferrin 
James Clayton Rausch 
Evelyn Lucille Sheets 
Jane Ellen York 


List of Confirmations 
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April 6, 1941 
Wilhemina Mae Gilson 
Margaret Lucille Gilson 
Barbara Jane Hindle 
Charles LeRoy Mead 
Lee Orin Mick 


April 18, 1943 
Stanley Johns 

Joy Olivet Mapes 
Iris Georgean Mick 
Harold Arthur Vierk 


March 25, 1945 
Harry Otto Andree 
Thelma Gilson 

W. Harvey Mapes III 


Jacob Leonard Peterson, Jr. 


Thomas Carlyle White 


March 30, 1947 
Percy Lambert 
Jerry Severson 
Oscar Severson 
Thomas Scharlach 


April 10, 1949 

Aldora Graf 

Beverly Jean Hlatko 
Richard John Mirdas 
John Robert Prohl 
John Franklin Wilhelm 


April 2, 1950 
Breckenridge Jon Androff 
William Crawford Beatty 
Sandra Gail Edwards 
Walter George Erchinger 
Ann Margo Mapes 

Carol Jean Muir 

Carmen Mary Musser 
Clara Eleanore Rohloff 
John Thomas Stier 
Suzanne Marilyn Wilhelm 


April 6, 1952 

Janet Mary Bailey 
Arthur D. Czimer 

Gary Boulton Dixner 
Barbara Lorraine Edquist 
Judith Ann Getschow 
Norman Alois Graf 
Darlene Mae Hartman 
Philip L. Larson 

Clay Chauncey Maupin 
George H. Mickow 
Lawrence Miller 

J. Andrew Pearson 
Thomas Roger Pressler 
Robert F. Roller 
Carolyn Louise Schimpf 
Carolyn Ann Schomaker 
John Charles Seifert 
Judith Mae Viland 
Sandra Jeannine Viland 
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March 25, 1951 

Mary Kathryn Baake 
Mary Lou Birkett 
Maude E. Blaeser 
Ruthan lone Bopp 
Janet Ann Brom 
Dorothy Lillian Brumm 
Robin Lee Cline 

Judith Ann Gault 
Barbara Gross 

Sharon Kay Hildebrandt 
Nancy Lou Karr 
Suzanne Rennee Laesecke 
Elsie Louise Lutz 
Loren Alvin Miller 
Virgil George Miller 
Sandra Jean Myers 
Paul James Renz 
David Richard Sproul 
Richard Alan Vierk 
Neala Kae Warber 
John Norman White 


May 24, 1953 

Deanne Mae Freeston 
Corinne Krause 
Ronald Karl Linneman 
Eloise Evelyn Lutz 
Virginia Rose Mitchell 
David Joel Reeves 
Peggy Joyce Sanders 
Sandra Sue Sanders 
Frederich Henry Schomaker 
Rodney Paul Swantko 
Lynn Vitale 

Charles Warber 
Gretchen Louise Wilhelm 


June 13, 1954 
Bruce Boschek 


Jacquelynn Beth Cannon 


Byron Colby 


Sandra Lee Driscoll 


Robert Gault 
Allen Leslie Kuehl 


Bruce Warren Landeck 


Terry Lessentine 
Larry Mickow 


Elizabeth Russell Miller 


Ann Parson 
Charles Pegelow 
Linda Kay Ross 
Edward Stood 
Sharon Woolsey 


May 20, 1956 
Susan Bloomberg 
Kenneth Bloos 
Marilyn Brom 
James Burt 

John Cline 
Robert Ericson 
William Ferry 
Sandra Green 
Stanley Green 
Diana Hagberg 
Thomas Hilty 
Patricia Kirschner 
Sharon Rex 
Melissa Schleper 
Doris Skov 

Janet Vitale 
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May 29, 1955 
Barbara Bopp 
Carolyn Bowater 
Nancy Chapman 
John Gross 
Patricia Herman 
Kathy Johnston 
Jane Kaufman 
Dennis McGroarty 
James McMills, Jr. 
Robert Miller 
Kent Musselman 
Gail Opperud 
Lemoyne Ross 
Margaret Schmidt 
Marcia Shors 
Frederick Slather 
Nancy Stood 
Judith Tangerman 
June Tangerman 
Leslie Thomas 
Jozette Welsh 


May 26, 1957 
Sue Adline Brown 
Roger Colby 
Paul Driscoll 
Connie Lambert 
Bonnie Landeck 
Karen Lindstrom 
Carol Rex 
Florence Roland 
William Roland 
James Sanders 
Laurie Skov 

Carl Stieren 
Delores Stood 
Gail Swantko 


May 25, 1958 May 17, 1959 


John Argus Elaine Baake 
Sandra Engel Kathy Bernal 
David Furuness Kathleen Hanas 
Sharon Gross Mary Beth Hilty 
Marilyn Hlatko Cynthia Jacobson 
Barbara Kirschner Harold Moe 
Elaine Lutz Margaret Payne 
John Mitchell Thomas Sproul 
Donald Olson Keith Swantko 
Barbara Pechtel Larry Tangerman 
Barbara Pelshaw Michael Welsh 
Arthur Schaller 

Edwin Shors 


William Slathar 
Jane Slattery 
Mathilda Stolberg 


Alice Studt 

Allan Witte 

June 5, 1960 May 21, 1961 
John Adams Jeanette Bowater 
Cody Anderson James Brockman 
Karen Beard Carol Bruhn 
Kathy Beard Wayne Bruhn 
Evelyn Beata Mary Kaufman 
Linda Bixby Richard Keyes 
Karla Bloos Diane Olson 
Richard Bouton Betsy Payne 
Cheryl Clark Sally Purbaugh 
Nancy Clark Tom Ridgely 
James Ferry Ann Slattery 
Drew Furuness Beth Wahlert 
Diane Jenkins Donald Warmac 


Suzanne Jonas 
Richard Kosanke 
John Logsdon 
Paul Logsdon 
Barbara McMills 
Margaret Meadors 
Richard Merten 
Kristin Nelson 
Janice Pelshaw 
Susan Pressler 
Kathryn Pudell 
Tana Ranney 
Kathy Sundholm 
Linda Tomlin 
Carol Williams 


75 


June 10, 1962 
Robert Adams 
Michael Bober 
Nancy Burt 
Evelyn Emanuel 
Betty Harris 
Susan Harris 
Michael Jacobson 
Robert Kramer 
Donna Magnuson 
Richard Massa 
Bruce Pechtel 
Sally Rains 
Kenneth Rehder 
Kathie Rex 
Thomas Sanders 
Robert Skaritka 
Cynthia Stone 
Peter Swars 
Joyce Williams 
Hazel Witte 


May 17, 1964 
Brenda Blose 
Paul Bober 
Michael Busovsky 
Sharon Fenoglio 
Dale Golgart 
Suzanne Hanas 
Leanne Hoagland 
Wendy Jacobson 
Nancy Johnson 
Charles Kaufman 
Thomas Kramer 
Phyllis Lambert 
Robert Nelson 
Janet Nickolich 
Linda Rex 

Teri Schmidt 
Joyce Skov 
David Soderquist 
Steven Wahlert 
David Wasson 


June 9, 1963 
Deborah Adams 
Nancy Adams 
Shirley Cordera 
Diana Daun 
Deborah Gigstead 
Heidi Hobbs 
Linda Janson 
Nadine Jenkins 
Evonne Jonas 
Donald Logsdon 
Veronica Luttell 
Christopher Maurer 
Steven Merten 
Margaret Peterson 
Regina Ridgely 
Paula Tomlin 


June 6, 1965 
Edwin Brickner 
Alexis Golgart 
Carolyn Lahners 
Roy Lambert 
John Luttell 
Bruce Maurer 
Sandra Nelson 
Kathy Newman 
Robert Newman 
Thomas Peterson 
Phillip Qualle 
Lawrence Rich 
Linda Steck 
Kenneth Stevens 
Bradford Stone 
Susan Warmac 


October 30, 1966 
Gary Adams 

Eric Allen 

Jeanne Alexander 
William Alexander 
George Bowater III 
Douglas Cummings 
Herbert Duensing 
Sue Ann Dwars 
Joyce Golgart 
Daniel Hoehn 
Christine Margetis 
Beverly Maurer 
Kenneth Meadors 
Joyce Rains 

Judith Rains 
Thomas Rex 
Lynette Sanders 
Pamela Schuster 
Lynn Stewart 


May 26, 1968 
Clifford Allen 
Gail Bruhn 
Pamela Busovsky 
Deborah Cannon 
Gail Curby 
Debra Dell 
Marianne Graff 
Mark Howarth 
Donald Kirschner 
James Luttell 
Peggy Maurer 
Richard Nelson 
Michael Qualle 
Douglas Rains 
Glen Ulvog 


April 30, 1967 
Pamela Adams 
Robin Allen 

Billie Sue Beard 
James Bober 
Cathy Cordera 
Thomas Dwars 
Anne Gigstead 
Denise Howarth 
Nancy King 
Donna Korlin 
Ruth Lahners 
Patricia Lindstrom 
Claire McAtee 
Kathleen Margetis 
Michael Purbaugh 
Stephen Rains 
Debra Schuster 
Richard Soderquist 
Gary Studt 
Andrew Varda 
Douglas Welsh 
Jana Woolsey 
Don Zoellner 


April 20, 1969 
James Alexander 
Donald Andersen 
Gwen Bruhn 
John Hoehn 
Marcia King 
Garry Kirk 
Kathleen Kramer 
Walter Lambert 
Robert Springsteen 
Janis Stockhouse 
David Thorne 
Elizabeth Vierk 
Carl Warmac 


April 26, 1970 
Corwyn Black 
Renee Blose 
Scott Brown 
Diane Bruhn 
William Busovsky 
David Dell 
John Graff III 
Patti Huck 
Paul King 
Alice Luttell 
David Maurer 
Karen Nikolich 
Debra Rausch 
Jody Rausch 
Jerry Sanders 
Larry Sanders 
Patricia Smiddy 


Richard Springsteen 


Gregory Stone 
Katherine Varda 


April 23, 1972 
Cynthia Adams 
Christopher Adams 
Kimberly Axtman 
Kris Bloos 

Thomas Bober 
Kurt Brown 

James Brumm 
Karen Erchinger 
Candyce Fiala 
Lorna Giotta 
James Graff 
William Helenberg 
Laura Jachim 
Richard Kramer 
Dale Lambert 


Gerald Ludwig 
Donna Maurer 
Betty Lou Miller 
David Mulholland 
Mark Nikolich, Jr. 
Kristine Olson 
Daniel Rausch 
Timothy Rausch 
Carol Skzela 
William Smiddy 
Marianne Springsteen 
Rebecca Thompson 
Carl Vierk 

Alan Wissenberg 
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April 25, 1971 
Carl Anderson 
Daniel Bennett 
Randy Blose 
Clint Briscoe 
Raymond Briscoe 
Steven Brockman 
Terry Daigle 
Roger Gigstead 
David Giotte 
Kent Howarth 
Sandra Jenkins 
Sylvia Lambert 
Lauren Martin 
Patricia Nagy 
Jeffrey Stauffer 
Jane Thorne 
Karen Varda 
Kenneth Warmac 


April 29, 1973 
Marie Anderson 
Donald Cordera 
Steven Daigle 
Barbara Hemmerich 
Rebecca Hoehn 
Virgil Holmes 
James Huck 
Douglas Iversen 
Paul Johnson 
Mike Ling 
Kathie Norden 
Laura Schuster 
Claudia Speroff 
Judith Stauffer 
Paul Vierk 


April 28, 1974 
Heidi Anderson 
William Beatty 
Clifton Black 
Heidi Briscoe 
Bruce Colbert 
Kenneth Daigle 
Suzanne Dell 
Keith Erchinger 
Laura Helenberg 
Gayle Johnson 
Lori Kirk 

Jill Langendorff 
Suzette Ludwig 
Laura Maurer 
Tina Miller 
William Mulholland 
Susan Speroff 
Mark Sterk 


April 25, 1976 
Sherie Axtman 
Kathleen Brennan 
Kristin Erchinger 
Diane Hansen 
Brian Hemmerich 
Timothy Hoehn 
Paul Norden 

Joni Stauffer 
Carla Stockhouse 
Debra Thorne 


April 2, 1978 
Patricia Axtman 
Dawn Briscoe 
Kimberly Clouse 
Suzanne Dodds 
Jean Golgart 
Amy Johnson 
Chris Ray 

Joyce Rodda 
Deborah VantTricht 
Brenda Vierk 
Deborah Vitler 
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April 27, 1975 
Jeffrey Beatty 
James Golgart 
Lynda Hemmerich 
Valerie Holmes 
Gary Johnson 
Sandra Lambert 
Robert Miller 
Kenneth Mulholland 
Kevin Mztusik 
David Nelson 
Richard Schwartz 
Linda Skzela 


April 28, 1977 
Mary Bieg 

Ellen Derrico 
Glen Hoffmann 
Fred Lambert 
Heidi Langendorff 
RoAnne Thomas 
Mark Wagner 


1979 

Tamara Marie Geeve 
David James Somers 
Wayne Louis Bohacik 
Kurt David Erchinger 
Kelly Amelia Reilly 


Keith Frederick Hoffmann 


Ray Mitchell Johnson 
Larry Donald Mickow 


January Membership as Reported at Winter Annual Meetings 


YEAR BAPTIZED CONFIRMED COMMUNING 
1939 (4-9-39) 104 _ —_ 
1939 (late 39) 139 110 81 
1940 (5-6-40) 182 151 128 
1940 (8-12-40) 186 152 129 
1942 230 181 133 
1943 268 181 155 
1944 301 243 187 
1945 311 255 220 
1946 eRe 273 2t7 
1947 363 291 204 
1948 NA NA NA 
1949 450 332 256 
1950 521 375 271 
1951 592 421 315 
1952 697 484 364 
1953 794 534 441 
1954 848 560 400 
T3352 923 595 437 
1956 884 592 490 
1957 954 642 536 
1958 1019 679 538 
1959 1019 622 562 
1960 989 675 523 
1961 952 668 517 
1962 933 646 552 
1963 959 _ be ¥ 
1964 966 663 612 
1965 313 638 587 
1966 713 625 566 
1967 926 625 566 
1968 994 715 602 
1969 1031 743 612 
1970 1030 751 5f5 
1971 1010 731 625 
1972 1086 781 645 
1973 1099 815 674 
1974 1031 770 682 
1975 1082 815 645 
1976 1082 815 580 
1977 1089 856 590 
1978 1057 776 537 
1979 1090 812 560 


Note: Many of the drops in membership are because of revisions of the 
member roles, dropping inactive members. 
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In Memoriam 


For Departed Members and Friends for Whom Memorials 
Were Given to the Church Building Fund 


Mr. George J. Wolf 

Mr. Chris Anderson 

Mr. Omar C. Johnson 
Mrs. Anna Masepohl 
Mrs. Edith Powers 

Mrs. Roaslie Quinn 

Mr. William Stroh 

Mr. Hans Johnson 

Mr. John Swanson 

Mr. Emmet Ryan 

Mr. James Jensen 

Mr. Willis Brumm 
William A. Green III 

Mr. John Mirdas 

Mr. W. R. Beatty 

Mrs. Eleanore Flo Mallender 
Mr. John Rae 

Mrs. Della White 

Mrs. Lillian A. Dorschel 
Mr. Edward C. Koseck 
Mr. Robert Lewis Kinsey 
Mrs. Elsa Ebright 

Miss Sophia Schweigerer 
Mr. Max Schneider 
Reagan Chalmer Schmidt 
Mrs. Emily Andree 

Mr. Findley Edwards 

Mr. Jean Gensheimer 
Mrs. Bertha Pursey 

Mrs. Marie Oldenburg 
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Mrs. Lena Eiselt 

Mrs. Augusta Fiegenschuh 
Mrs. Emma (Oldenburg) Geister 
Mr. William Beckman 

Mrs. Alice Bowen 

Mrs. Amanda (Krueger) Quinn 
Mrs. Lena Follmar 

Mr. William Oldenburg 

Mr. Samuel F. Johnson 

Mrs. Minnie Howison 

Mrs. Ulricka Bettis 

Mrs. Frank Daw 

Mr. Sam H. Carrell 

Mr. Gottlieb Oexmann 

Mrs. Marie Slathar 

Mr. Bernhard H. Krueger 

Mr. William Shawcroft 

Mrs. Anna C. Carlson 

Mr. Hugh M. Cole 

Mr. Edward O. Cosgrove 

Dr. G. L. Ebright 

Mrs. Ida Holtz 

Mr. Christian H. Wulf 

Mr. Hermann Werner 

Mrs. Lily Broderick 

Mrs. H. B. Easter 

Mrs. Anna Schneider 

Mrs. La Nilta Brumm 

Mrs. Bertha Forbes 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Andersen 


Here I stand. | cannot do otherwise. God help me. Amen. - Martin Luther 
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SENSED SED CL SED Ce AB Ce SO Ce sD 


| asked God for strength that | might achieve 

| was made weak that | might learn humbly to obey 

| asked for health that | might do greater things 

| was given infirmity that | might do better things 

| asked for riches that | might be happy 

| was given poverty that | might be wise 

| asked for power that | might have the praise of men 

| was given weakness that | might feel the need of God 

| asked for all things that | might enjoy life 

| was given life that | might enjoy all things 

| got nothing that | asked for but everything | had hoped for 
Almost despite myself my unspoken prayers were answered 


| am among all men most richly blessed. 


Author Unknown 


SEDI SED eSB ce SED SED oe SEC ED 
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